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From 1840 to 1949, numerous remarkable buildings designed by Western missionaries in the 
service of religious organizations were erected in China. The architectural practice of Western 
missionaries substantially influenced the modernization process of architecture in China in all 
aspects including architectural style, material and construction technology, and the business 
methods associated with the practice of architecture. Their work – both in its day and in the legacy 
of buildings they designed and erected – provides tangible evidence of the important but often 
unrecognized cultural exchanges between Western and Chinese cultures. As a matter of both 
architectural and social history, it is regrettable that few of these buildings survive today due to 
political or social unrest and the rapid redevelopment of the built fabric in recent decades. Given 
the scarcity of this physical legacy and limited recognition of this history, it is essential that an 
immediate study of Western missionary architecture is conducted to reveal further its multilayered 
history and to promote its preservation. 
This thesis endeavors to uncover the underappreciated history of a particular Western 
colonial building enterprise, the Fukien Construction Bureau (FCB). As an instrument of the 
Methodist Mission in China in the first half of the 20th century, the FCB provides evidence of the 
role architectural design played to affirm and extend the goals of the Methodist Mission. It 
produced hundreds of buildings, introduced methods of design and construction technology as well 
as engineering principles and business practices that greatly influenced Chinese architectural 
system. By examining primary and secondary sources, field survey, and interviews, I trace the 
work of the FCB, document its enormous output, demonstrate its lasting impact on the practice of 
architecture in China to better understand the nature of its legacy in buildings and people. The few 
extant buildings as outward signs of this cultural legacy should be preserved. I also examine the 
 iv 
Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital, a building demonstrates the ironic contrast between the high 
praise for its quality as a structure in the service of the Methodist and the neglect of its historical 
origin, as a case study. As one of the few remaining buildings designed and built by the FCB, I 
argue for the preservation of this hospital for its intrinsic significance as one of the best hospital 





ABCFM     American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
FCB  Fukien Construction Bureau 
FMMEB  Foreign Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Board 
GCAH  General Commission on Archives & History 
MEM   Methodist Episcopal Mission 
WFMS Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society 
YMCA Young Men’s Christian Association 
 
Glossary 
Other than when citing or directly quoting from primary sources, I have used the Pinyin system in 
the text. The terms in parenthesis are the various spellings used in primary sources. 
 
Fujian (Fukien) 福建 
Fuqing(Futsing) 福清 
Fuzhou (Foochow) 福州 
Guangzhou (Canton) 广州 
Minqing (Mintsing) 闽清 
Nanping (Yenping) 南平 
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Chapter 1 Introduction 
The designs and styles of traditional Chinese architecture characterized by heavy wood-framed 
structures, pitched roofs, swooping eaves, and wood cladding remained unmistakably similar 
during more than a dozen centuries maintaining both its formal and symbolic identity.1 It was not 
until the mid-19th century often regarded as the turning point in Chinese architectural history by 
Chinese scholars2 - that Chinese architecture entered a new period during which those traditions 
were overshadowed by new construction methods and building forms substantially influenced by 
Western settlers both in ideology and technology.3 Despite evidence of this outside influence on 
building practices in China, Western missionaries and their influence in the period between the 
mid-19th century and mid-20th century are dismissed by many Chinese as a negative part of 
history associated with their colonizing ambitions. Western missionary architecture has long been 
considered one of the several aggressive tools of invasion in China. Yet the history of influence 
can be demonstrated and physical heritage remains and deserves deeper interpretation and, given 
its scarcity, protection. 
It is because of the longstanding disregard and disavowal of their historical value that 
buildings erected by Western missionaries are rarely recognized today.  In the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, missionary buildings, especially churches, were destroyed during xenophobic 
 
1 Nancy Shatzman Steinhardt. “Chinese Architectural History in the Twenty-First Century.” Journal of the Society of 
Architectural Historians 73, no. 1 (2014): 38–60. https://doi.org/10.1525/jsah.2014.73.1.38. 
2 It has been widely accepted that China's modern times began along with the first Opium War (1840–1842), and ended in 1949 
when the People's Republic of China was founded. See: Yishi Liu. “A Chronology of the Field of Modern Chinese Architectural 
History, 1986–2012.” Frontiers of Architectural Research 2, no. 2 (June 1, 2013): 191–208. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foar.2013.01.002.  
3 Zhongguo gudai jianzhu shi (History of “premodern” Chinese architecture), vol. 5. 
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revolts since Christian missions were often associated with foreign imperialist interests.4 War and 
social conflict also led to their demise. The Second Sino-Japanese War (1937–1945) and the 
Chinese Civil War (1945–1949) left the country in ruin. Countless buildings including those built 
by Western missionaries were destroyed. After the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 
1949, foreign missionaries and architects were forced to leave China. From the 1950s to the 1980s, 
with the consolidating and strengthening of centralized political power, the extant missionary 
buildings were nationalized by the government and converted for industrial, educational, and 
administrative uses. 
Since the 1990s, the government’s ambition to boost economic growth, meant that 
missionary buildings were abandoned or dismantled to make way for redevelopment. Few 
missionary buildings survived compared with the original number. Those which escaped this fate 
have either been in disrepair for a long time or become ordinary structures being used by people 
every day without any awareness of their historical associations. The colonial or religious nature 
of these buildings has been forgotten. Since the missionary architecture in China does not date 
back centuries, its historic value is not a compelling reason for their protection. Only in the very 
recent past have a few advocates called upon the history, past events, important persons, special 
physical design and construction methods related to this architecture to argue for their preservation. 
Their work is only beginning to demonstrate the urgency of further research into the history of 
Western missionary architecture in China. 
 This thesis will focus on one particular missionary institution, the Fukien Construction 
Bureau (FCB), an instrument of the Methodist Mission in China. FCB designed and built hundreds 
of remarkable buildings in Fujian Province from 1916 to 1949, providing evidence of the role 
 
4 Thomas Coomans. “East Meets West on the Construction Site. Churches in China, 1840s-1930s.” Construction History; Ascot 
33, no. 2 (2018). 
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architectural design played to affirm and extend the goals of the Methodist Mission. Although FCB 
was a leading architectural and engineering agency in the Fujian Province in the first half of the 
20th century, no research has been done on this institution. It is regrettable to see the gap in the 
study of Chinese modern architectural history. This thesis will demonstrate through a study of FCB 
not only the importance of its work but the ways in which it contributed to the formation of 
professional architecture in China.  
This thesis will first examine the social-political context in China into which the foreign 
missionaries entered from the mid 19th to mid 20th century. Chapter Two will provide an overview 
of the prevailing rationale and goals of the Western missionary as they described them and, 
specifically, that of the Methodist Church, the founding entity of the FCB. Chapter Three continues 
by discussing the nature of FCB to understand how it operated in the service of the Methodist 
mission. Chapter Four demonstrates the ways in which FCB influenced Chinese building practices 
and architectural design. Finally, Chapter Five will examine the Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital 
as a case study, an extant building designed and built under the direction of the FCB which 
demonstrates the ironic contrast between the high praise for its quality as a structure in the service 
of its program and the neglect of its historical origin. The case study will be a good opportunity to 
understand the building’s architectural and historical significance as an example of the Methodist 








The literature review mainly discusses the existing studies in three areas which act as the precursor 
to my own thinking: the modern study of Chinese architectural history, Christianity in China, and 
the practice of foreign missionaries and architects in China. 
The modern study of Chinese architectural history began relatively late. The establishment 
of the Society for Research in Chinese Architecture in the 1930s by Liang Sicheng (1901–1972) 
and Liu Dunzhen (1897–1968), one of the most influential figures in 20th-century Chinese 
architecture, marked the opening of study of ancient architecture. In 1944, Liang Sicheng gave a 
concise summary of the modern architecture practice after the late Qing dynasty5, in the last 
chapter of his book, Zhongguo jianzhu shi (History of Chinese Architecture)6. It is the first step of 
academic research towards Chinese modern architecture. The first special book of Chinese modern 
architecture, Zhongguo jindai jianzhu jianshi (A concise history of Chinese modern architecture), 
was published in 1958. It was mainly used as textbook for university-level schools. The first 
systematic work on the history of modern Chinese architecture played an important role in the later 
study in this area.7 In the 1960s and 1970s, the architectural research stagnated due to the Cultural 
Revolution and other social and cultural factors in China. 
In the 1980s, the discussion of architecture became active again. In the field of architectural 
history, modern Chinese architecture that was influenced by traditional and foreign cultures soon 
raised the attention of Chinese and foreign scholars. Representative scholars of early 1980 who 
made efforts in this field are Tang Wang and Fuhe Zhang of Tsinghua University as well as Japan 
 
5 Late Qing dynasty usually refers to 1840-1911. 
6 Sicheng Liang. History of Chinese Architecture. SDX Joint Publishing Company, 2011. 
7 Xinian Fu. "Understanding Chinese Research Work on Architectural History." Journal of the Society of Architectural 
Historians 73, no. 1 (2014): 12-16. doi:10.1525/jsah.2014.73.1.12.  
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researcher Shin Muramatsu.8 In 1986, the first conference of modern Chinese architectural history 
held in Beijing, marking the establishment of the field.9 The conference was held every two years, 
followed by the publishing of various academic products.  
The preservation of modern Chinese architecture has received more and more attention, 
and it was formally included in the agenda at the 2000 conference.10 It is worth noting that two 
sites in China associated with the Sino-Western culture were inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List: one is Historic Centre of Macau (inscribed in 2005), a collection of heritage 
combining Chinese and Portuguese cultures; the other is Kulangsu (inscribed in 2017), a historic 
international settlement. 
Recently, more and more works concentrating on contemporary Chinese architecture and 
urbanism have been published. Besides Chinese scholars, many foreign scholars have also 
contributed a lot to the study of modern Chinese architecture. Terunobu Fujimori, a Japanese 
professor from the University of Tokyo, conducted a survey of modern Chinese architecture in a 
few Chinese cities with Chinese scholars in the 1980s. The Sino-Japanese cooperation project 
published 16 volumes of the Survey of the Architectural Heritage of Modern China from 1989 to 
1996.11 Other notable works include: Joseph W. Esherick’s Remaking the Chinese City: Modernity 
and National Identity, 1900–1950 (2001); Layla Dawson’s China’s New Dawn: An Architectural 
Transformation (2005); Charlie Q. L. Xue’s Building a Revolution: Chinese Architecture Since 
1980 (2006); Zhu Jianfei’s Modern Architecture in China: A Critical Perspective (2008).12 
 
8 Fuhe Zhang and Yishi Liu. Research and Conservation of Modern Chinese Architecture(中国近代建筑研究与保护). Tsinghua 
University Press, 2016. 
9 Ibid. 
10 Liu, “A Chronology of the Field of Modern Chinese Architectural History, 1986–2012.” 
11 Ibid. 
12 Chinese Architecture and the Beaux-Arts. University of Hawai’i Press, 2011, 20. 
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 Another important issue is the study of Christianity in China. Many scholars, especially 
Western researchers, have examined the history thoroughly. The existing research provides a 
history of Christianity in China, which is essential to understand the context of the specific period 
of time this thesis engages in. 
Kenneth Scott Latourette’s A History of Christian Missions in China published in London 
in 1929 is a very early detailed study. Later works include Rev. Bob Whyte’s Unfinished 
Encounter: China and Christianity (London, 1988), Fr. Jean-Pierre Charbonnier’s Christians in 
China A.D. 600 to 2000 (Paris, 2002), and Daniel H Bays’ A New History of Christianity in China 
(The U.S., 2012).13 The last book written by Daniel H Bays gave a substantial and comprehensive 
analysis of Christianity in China from the early modern (pre-1800), to modern (1800–1950), and 
to recent (1950–present) periods. It is a very helpful and thorough overview. 
 The last but not least issue is the study of the architectural practice of foreign missionaries 
and architects in China. The study of foreign missionaries in China did not begin late. However, 
few of them focused on architecture and construction. Jeffrey W. Cody’s Ph.D. dissertation, 
Building in China: Henry K. Murphy’s “Adaptive Architecture,” 1914–1935, completed in 1989, 
is one of the earliest works in this area.14 In his work, Cody reconstructed chronologically the 
American architect Henry Murphy’s life and career in China. The term “indigenous” and “adaptive” 
were used frequently in analyzing Murphy’s practice. Murphy’s architectural adaptation was 
realized by combining the indigenous, traditional Chinese elements with contemporary 
technologies and thus created a hybrid style, which Murphy called “adaptive designs”.15 At the 
same time, Murphy’s architectural practice paralleled the “indigenous church movement” led by 
 
13 Daniel H Bays. A New History of Christianity in China. Blackwell Guides to Global Christianity. Chichester, West Sussex; 
Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2012. 
14 Jeffrey W. Cody. Building in China: Henry K. Murphy’s “Adaptive Architecture,” 1914-1935. Chinese University Press, 2001. 
15 Ibid., 325. 
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missionaries in 1919–27. They both had a similar goal: to develop an “indigenous” style of art and 
architecture in China.16 
Later in 1994, Tobias Faber published Johannes Prip-Møller, a Danish Architect in 
China.17 It is a biography of a Danish architect who worked in Mukden, China, from 1921 to 1927. 
Several private and church-related projects were mentioned in this book, including School for 
Blind Girls (1922–1924) and the head office of the Young Men’s Christian Association (1923–
1926). 18  However, not many details about the design and construction of the building were 
provided in this book. 
 In recent years, a Professor at the University of Leuven, Thomas Coomans, is prolific in 
academic research on the construction history. He began to cooperate with Chinese scholars in 
2012 to examine the exchanges between East and West in terms of church architecture in China. 
Coomans uses extensive case studies to demonstrate how the Western architectural tradition 
influenced the design and construction of church architecture. His representative research in this 
area includes Exporting Flemish Gothic Architecture to China (2012)19, Indigenizing Catholic 
Architecture in China (2014)20, Missionary-Builders: Scheut Fathers as Church Designers and 
 
16 Delin Lai. "Building in China: Henry K. Murphy's "Adaptive Architecture," 1914-1935 [by] Jeffrey W. Cody [Book Reiew]." 
Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians 63, no. 1 (03, 2004): 120-122. 
http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://search.proquest.com/docview/55387262?accountid=10226.  
17 Tobias Faber. Johannes Prip-Møller, a Danish Architect in China. Hong Kong: Christian Missions to Buddhists, Tao Fong 
Shan Christian Centre, 1994. 
18 Ibid., 26. 
19 Thomas Coomans and Wei Luo. “Exporting Flemish Gothic Architecture to China: Meaning and Context of the Churches of 
Shebiya (Inner Mongolia) and Xuanhua (Hebei) Built by Missionary-Architect Alphonse De Moerloose in 1903-1906.” Relicta. 
Archeologie, Monumenten- En Landschapsonderzoek in Vlaanderen 9 (January 2012): 219–62. 
20 Thomas Coomans. “Indigenizing Catholic Architecture in China: From Western-Gothic to Sino-Christian Design, 1900–1940.” 
In Catholicism in China, 1900-Present: The Development of the Chinese Church, edited by Cindy Yik-yi Chu, 125–44. New 
York: Palgrave Macmillan US, 2014. https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137353658_8. 
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Constructors in Northern China (2018)21, and Research on Eastern Trend of Western Learning 
(2019)22. 
 In addition to these works, not a few studies in this field have been conducted in the past 
decade. Cesar Guillen-Nuñez discussed the Baroque style of Macao’s Church of Saint Paul in 
China.23Aminta Arrington focused on the indigenization of sacred art and architecture of the 
Christian church in China.24 Chinese scholars Wei Guo25, Min Xu26, Daxun Hao27, Xiao Liang28, 
have also studied missionary architecture in mainland China in various aspects.  
However, except for Jeffrey Cody who mentioned a couple of sentences about the 
cooperation of Henry Murphy and the FCB in his Ph.D. dissertation, none of these scholars dealt 
with the work of the FCB. 
 
Methodology 
This thesis analyzes the architectural practice of FCB and its products between 1916 and 1949 to 
reveal the significant but uninterpreted history in contemporary China. To thoroughly examine the 
 
21 Thomas Coomans and Wei Luo. “Missionary-Builders: Scheut Fathers as Church Designers and Constructors in Northern 
China.” In Catholicism’s Encounters with China. 17th to 20th Century (Leuven Chinese Studies, 39), 333–364. Ferdinand 
Verbiest Institute; Leuven, 20180620. https://lirias.kuleuven.be/retrieve/523013.  
22 Thomas Coomans. “Xixue dong jian yanjiu 西学东渐研究 [Research on Eastern Trend of Western Learning],” March 2019. 
https://lirias.kuleuven.be/2349285.  
23 Cesar Guillen-Nuñez. Macao’s Church of Saint Paul: A Glimmer of the Baroque in China. Hong Kong University Press, 2009. 
24 Aminta Arrington. “Recasting the Image: Celso Costantini and the Role of Sacred Art and Architecture in the Indigenization of 
the Chinese Catholic Church, 1922–1933.” Missiology 41, no. 4 (October 1, 2013): 438–51. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0091829613497158.  
25 Wei Guo. Shanxi Schoolhouse Architecture Under the Influence of Western Architecture Culture - Shanxi Agricultural 
University (外来影响下的山西省近代学校建筑——Shanxi Agricultural University). Taiyuan University of Technology. 2006. 
26 Min Xu. A Study on the Architecture of Christian Churches in Modern China (中国近代基督宗教教堂建筑考察研究). 
Nanjing University of the Arts. 2010. 
27 Daxun Hao. Research of Technical and Construction on Pre-modern Catholic Church in Shanxi Province (山西近代天主教堂
建筑建造技术研究). Taiyuan University of Technology. 2016. 
28 Xiao Liang. Research on Site Selection and Plan Layout of Pre-modern Catholic Church in Shanxi Province (山西近代天主教
堂选址及建筑平面形式研究). Taiyuan University of Technology. 2016. 
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history of this institution and its legacy, content analysis of primary and secondary sources is very 
necessary. However, the lack of available research materials in China severely restricts the study 
of missionary architecture. Unlike 19th and 20th-century building sites in Europe or the United 
States that can be studied in depth owing to substantial archives, missionary architectures and their 
construction sites in China are a difficult research topic because of the very scarce and disparate 
sources. As for FCB, since the office building in Fuzhou City and almost all its documents were 
destroyed during wars, the available material is even more scarce in China.  
 Fortunately, the archival documents at the United Methodist archives and history center, 
General Commission on Archives & History (GCAH), recorded the history of FCB that is 
forgotten. The documents include the correspondence of core members of FCB, minutes, records, 
reports, and photos. 29  The correspondence of E. F. Black from 1912 to 1916 recorded the 
proposition and establishment of FCB and his professional experiences in FCB.30 This is crucial, 
as he explained the rationale of developing such an architectural and engineering agency in China. 
Importantly, the correspondence of Paul P. Wiant from 1917 to 1943 revealed the involvement of 
different groups in FCB’s building programs from the perspective of Wiant, a director, architect, 
and engineer of FCB. 31  Additionally, several collections of FCB’s documents in GCAH are 
essential historical evidence to understand the whole picture of how the religious groups infiltrated 
China and how they contributed to the development of modern architecture in China. 
 
29 Fukien Construction Bureau: Union Architectural Service, 1916-1939, 1940-1949. Microfilm Edition of the Administrative 
Files Series of the Board of Missions of the Methodist Church 1912- 1955. General Commission on Archives & History, United 
Methodist Church. 
Union Architectural Service, 1950-1954. Microfilm Edition of the Administrative Files Series of the Board of Missions of the 
Methodist Church 1912- 1955. General Commission on Archives & History, United Methodist Church. 
China Photographs, 1920-1929. Paul Wiant Family Papers. 1920-1990. General Commission on Archives & History, United 
Methodist Church. 
30 Black, Prof. E. F., 1912-1916. MS Missionary Files: Methodist Episcopal Church Missionary Correspondence, 1912-1949: 
China. General Commission on Archives & History, United Methodist Church. 
31 Wiant, Paul P., 1917-1943. TS, Missionary Files: Methodist Episcopal Church Missionary Correspondence, 1912-1949: China. 
General Commission on Archives & History, United Methodist Church. 
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 There is no archive directly related to the FCB in China, but a few files about the buildings 
designed and built by FCB, as well as the general missionary architectural practice in Fujian 
Province are kept in several local archive centers. I have collected relevant information from Fujian 
Provincial Archives, Fuzhou City Archives, Fuzhou Urban Construction Archives, Archives of 
Fujian Normal University, and Nanping City Archives. 
Secondary sources include periodicals published in the late 19th and early 20th century and 
contemporary miscellaneous publications related to Christian missions, missionary architecture, 
Chinese architecture in the late 19th and 20th centuries, and the preservation of modern architecture 
in China. The analysis of the social-political context in China into which the foreign missionaries 
entered and the development of their building campaigns against this historical background 
through the late 19th and early 20th centuries is based on close readings of these sources.  
To find out more about the condition and situation of FCB’s legacy in China, I have 
conducted field investigation on all extant buildings which have been identified. A representative 
modern hospital building, Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital, is selected for the case study. I have 
also interviewed fifteen local people randomly in order to learn more about Chinese attitudes 
towards the building today. Through archival research and field study, I will use this particular 
instance to further examine the contribution of FCB not only to the building itself, but also to the 
modernization process of architecture in China, as well as the history of the Methodist missionary 




Chapter 2 Missionary Architecture in China 
In the 19th century, the rise of religion in the United States, especially evangelical Protestantism, 
played a significant role in many aspects of American nation building. At the same time, some 
churches began to send missionaries abroad for expansion. The Methodist Church was one of the 
active participants who sent missionaries to China and other Asian countries, including Japan, 
Korea, and Philippines. Besides preaching the gospel, these missionaries also played a complex 
role in the cultural dynamics of Western colonialism and commercial expansion. 
The social-political context in China from the mid 19th to mid 20th century greatly 
facilitated the foreign trade as well as the entry of Christianity. Foreign missionaries poured into 
China, spreading the gospel, training Chinese evangelists, erecting churches and schools, and 
offering medical services. What were the goals of these foreign missionaries? Most of the 
missionary architectures in China were built between 1840 and 1949, which were vastly different 
from indigenous Chinese architecture. Who had been participated in the design and construction 
of missionary architecture? What were the characteristics of those buildings? 
 
Social-Political Context in China in the Mid-19th and Mid-20th Century 
Dating back to the Tang Dynasty (618–907 AD), Christianity first entered China by way of the 
Silk Road, which crossed central Asia and today’s Turkestan. A Nestorian Stele (781 AD) recorded 
a detailed history of Nestorian Christianity from its beginnings in China in 635.1 In 845, at the 
height of the Great Anti-Buddhist Persecution, Buddhism, Christianity, and Zoroastrianism were 
 
1 Daniel H. Bays and Christine Marshall. New History of Christianity in China, A. Unabridged edition. Audible Studios on 
Brilliance Audio, 2017, 15. 
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banned in China with their very considerable assets forfeited to the state.2 Christianity became a 
major influence in the Mongol Empire in the 13th century, as several Mongol tribes were primarily 
Nestorian Christian.3 However, in the Ming Dynasty (1368–1664), Christianity was considered 
illegal and heterodox and was wiped out from China. Again, all foreign influence was ejected. 
It was not until the 19th century when Christianity actually played an important role in 
Chinese history. China was forced to open five treaty ports to Western countries with the failure 
of the Opium Wars (Figure 2-1).4 The first Opium War, between the forces of Western countries 
and the Qing Government, was a milestone in modern Chinese history. Foreign powers gained 
commercial privileges and legal and territorial concessions in China. Lasting a full century, the 
treaties first provided an ideal environment for foreign businessmen to trade in China, then soon 
attracted a greater influx of Western missionaries into China for colonial expansion accompanied 
by missionary consciousness.  
 
 
2 The Great Anti-Buddhist Persecution was initiated by Tang Emperor Wuzong in 845 AD. The purposes were to appropriate war 
funds and to cleanse China of foreign influences. As such, the persecution was directed not only towards Buddhism but also 
towards other religions, such as Zoroastrianism, Nestorian Christianity, and Manichaeism. See: Edwin O. Reischauer. Ennin's 
Travels in Tang China. New York: Ronald Press, 1955. 
3 Father Jean Charbonnier. Christians in China: A.d. 600 to 2000. First edition. San Francisco, CA: Ignatius Press, 2007. 
4 The five treaty ports were: Canton (Guangzhou), Amoy (Xiamen), Foochow (Fuzhou), Ningpo (Ningbo), and Shanghai. The 
First Opium War was between 1839 and 1842, and the Second (also known as the Arrow War) from 1856 to 1860. See: Gregory 
Bracken. “Treaty Ports in China: Their Genesis, Development, and Influence.” Journal of Urban History 45, no. 1 (January 1, 
2019): 168–76. https://doi.org/10.1177/0096144218816548.  
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Figure 2-1 China’s Treaty Ports, 1860. 
Source: “The Opium Wars in China | Asia Pacific Curriculum.” 
 
The period from 1840 to 1949 was marked by the rapid growth of the foreign missionary 
establishment, which later had become a Sino-Western collaboration. Both Protestant and Catholic 
Churches actively pursued their benefits in China. Protestants came to China much later, focused 
more on the urban, and had a relatively smaller population than the Catholics.5 They were allowed 
to settle legally in China and had the right to build churches, schools, missionary residences, and 
other elements of Christian communities. The second Opium War in 1860 further opened inland 
China to Western missionaries. In later decades, the foreign missionary establishment proliferated. 
However, at the end of the 19th century, China’s national crisis worsened under the control 
of the Western powers. Christian missionaries associated with foreign imperialist interests were 
seen by the Chinese as invaders, gradually incurring the dissatisfaction and fury of the Chinese 
people. The anti-imperialist movement intensified the anti-Christian pressures. In 1900, 
resentment against the Qing government and Christian missionaries caused a large scale anti-
foreign and anti-Christian rebellion—the “Boxer Rebellion” (or Boxer Uprising). Tens of 
 
5 Bays and Marshall, New History of Christianity in China, 351-352. 
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thousands of missionaries, including both Chinese and foreigners, were killed from 1900 to 1901. 
The Western powers finally ceased their ambitions of colonizing China and adopted an eclectic 
strategy to deal with China. Because of anti-Christian pressures, the missionaries were forced to 
develop a new strategy that separated from foreign missions and integrated with Chinese culture 
and society. The compromise brought back a “golden age” for missions and opened the Sino-
foreign collaboration.6 This trend started slowly in 1911 and accelerated after the May Fourth 
Movement in 1919. The “indigenous church movement” from 1919 to 1927 was an important 
effort directed by the Protestants.7 To demonstrate the anti-imperialist position, its initial goal was 
to be ecclesiastically independent of foreign missionary control and create an independent Chinese 
church that was identified with Chinese people. 8 The impact of the indigenous movement was not 
limited to religion, but also ran in parallel with the indigenization thinking in culture, education, 
art, and architecture in modern China.9 
The indigenous church movement came to an end when the anti-religious pressures ceased 
in 1929, when the Chairman of the National Government of the Republic of China, Chiang Kai-
shek, became a Christian.10 Christianity played such a significant role in both Chiang’s thoughts 
and actions that he discredited communist reforms and heavily relied on missionary support and 
advice. 11  At the same time, the missionary community in China confronted multiple crises, 
including splitting within the missionary community, a lack of budget, and a threat of invasion 
Japanese military. Due to this, many missionaries headed home in the 1930s. The foreign missions 
 
6 Ibid., 92. 
7 Jonathan T’ien-en Chao. “The Chinese Indigenous Church Movement, 1919-1927: A Protestant Response to the Anti-Christian 
Movements in Modern China (Contextualization, May Fourth Movement, Religion, Integration).” dissertations available from 
proquest, January 1, 1986, 1–386. 
8 Ibid.  
9 Cody, Building in China, 11. See also: Lai, “Building in China [Book Reiew].” 
10 Chao, “The Chinese Indigenous Church Movement, 1919-1927.” See also: Lewis Hodous. “The Anti-Christian Movement in 
China.” The Journal of Religion 10, no. 4 (1930): 487–94. 
11 John Douglas Powell. “Chiang Kai-Shek and Christianity.” Texas Tech University, 1980. 
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in China began to decline in the 1930s and were finally forced to leave China after 1949, when the 
People’s Republic was established. Overall, from 1840 to 1949, the foreign missionary movement 
had profoundly shaped all aspects of China’s politics, economy, and culture. 
 
Goals of Western Missionaries in China 
The primary goal of the foreign mission movement was always to preach the gospel in China. The 
missionary movement expanded in China by translating the Bible and other written documents, 
training Chinese evangelists, teaching boys and girls, and offering medical services and training. 
But one of the fundamental differences between the development of Christianity in China before 
and after the mid 19th century is that the latter was highly complicit in and profited from the treaty 
system. The two Opium Wars in the mid 19th century marked the start of the inroads on China in 
which the foreign powers gained commercial privileges and legal and territorial concessions in 
China. After the Opium Wars, all foreigners enjoyed extraterritoriality (the right to be tried by 
their consular authority). Foreign missions were no longer prohibited legally, including the right 
to build churches, missionary residences, schools, and other elements of Christian communities.12 
 Foreign missionaries were not only beneficiaries of the set of treaties but were active 
participants in the process of colonization in parts of China. Some missionaries did more than 
preaching. Besides religious needs, they were proactively involved in Sino-foreign diplomacy and 
politics. For instance, several American missionaries played an important role in the fashioning of 
the treaties in their pursuit of interests in China.13 Before the 20th century, French missionaries who 
 
12 Bays and Marshall, New History of Christianity in China, 48. 
13 Ibid., 59. 
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allied with the French diplomatic power were in a commanding position of local communities.14 
Driven by economic interests, foreign missionaries also cooperated with local real estate and the 
government for more interests in need of a host of physical facilities in which to house their 
activities. By the end of the 19th century, foreign missionaries had been able to establish residences 
and other facilities, including churches, hospitals, and schools in most areas of China. 
 
Missionary Architecture in the Mid-19th century and Mid-20th Century 
The existing buildings erected by Western missionaries were generally constructed between 1840 
and 1950 since the treaty ports opened in China. Missionary architectures, including churches, 
schools, hospitals, administrative buildings, and houses, are among the most prominent heritage 
left by Western missionaries. However, their achievement was always accompanied by struggling 
adaptation. The earlier Western missionaries went to China to teach and to preach, but they had to 
take charge of many challenging tasks after they arrived. They needed to nurse and heal the sick, 
drain swamps, plant trees, survey land, design and build houses and churches, and many other 
mundane tasks.15 Among these burdens, building operations may have been most difficult. Chinese 
architectural history was completely different from Western building traditions in terms of size, 
layout, structure, material, building technique, function, and ideology.16 It was a great challenge 
for foreign missionaries, who arrived with Western architectural theory, to adapt to the local 
conditions, climate, available materials, and people.17 
 
14 Ibid., 53. 
15 The Christian Advocate. T. Carlton & J. Porter, 1916, 1305. 
16 Steinhardt, “Chinese Architectural History in the Twenty-First Century.” 
17 Coomans, “East Meets West on the Construction Site.” 
 17 
Individual Missionary Architects 
Before 1900, nearly all the churches in China’s small towns and villages were more or less 
designed by individual missionaries, built by local craftsmen, and financed by the parishioners.18 
The missionaries were usually amateur architects; a few specialized in church design and 
construction. They referred to pattern books published by mission societies, made appropriate 
plans based on the budget, hired local workers as contractors and craftsmen, and adapted to the 
local materials and climatic factors for building construction. The churches in this period showed 
a great diversity of qualities, morphologies, sizes, and styles (more an issue of appearance) (Figure 
2-2, 2-3). Most of these churches have been demolished. All other types of buildings were largely 
converted from the existing local houses or were built into modest colonial style buildings. There 
















After 1900, some missionaries still preferred to build a countryside church on their own, 
rather than commission an architect from architectural forms. In 1926, an anonymous handbook 
entitled Le missionnaire constructeur. Conseils-plans (The Missionary-Builder: advice–plans) 
was published in North China.19  It is believed that this handbook was written by Father De 
Moerloose (1858–1932), who lived many years in China and had a wide architectural knowledge.20 
The book provides very detailed instructions to the missionaries who wanted to build a church in 
North China, including: how to choose a location and the buildings’ layout, how to make a contract 
with a contractor, recommendations for building materials; masonry and ornaments.21 Being a 
conservative French missionary, Moerloose promoted Gothic style in most of the plates as well as 
in a real project. For instance, in this book he provided several church models in Gothic style, one 
 
19 Thomas Coomans and Xu Yitao. Building Churches in Northern China: A 1926 Handbook in Context. (舶来与本土——1926
年法国传教士所撰中国北方教堂营造之研究). Beijing: Intellectual Property Rights Publishing House, 2016, 118. 
20 Coomans, “East Meets West on the Construction Site.” 
21 Coomans and Xu, Building Churches in Northern China, 118-282. 
Figure 2-3 Church 







of them is composed of a single nave with a small transept, polygonal apse, and bell tower (Figure 
2-4). Among his most famous commissions in China would be the Church in Xuanhua, located in 
Hebei Province. Built in 1903–1906, the church retains a distinct Gothic character: traditional plan, 
large transept, pointed arch, and five bays flanked with aisles (Figure 2-5). Belgian priest Vincent 
Lebbe (1877–1940) and Celso Costantini (1876–1958), an Italian Roman Catholic cardinal, were 





22 Coomans and Wei, “Exporting Flemish Gothic Architecture to China.” 
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In the process of adapting Western models in China, some missionaries began to create a 
“new style” combining the characteristic of both Chinese and Western architecture, particularly 
after 1919. A Dutch missionary, Adelbert Gresnigt (1877–1956), designed and built important 
educational buildings in China in the 1920s and 1930s. He was not an architect but had been trained 
as a painter and sculptor.23 One of his major projects was the South China Regional Seminary, in 
Hong Kong, in which he sinicized Christian architecture (Figure 2-6). This building was referenced 
to Chinese archetypes. At the same time, Danish missionary architects Johannes Prip-Møller 
(1889–1943) and Elise Marie Bahnson (1886–1969) worked on various private and church-related 
projects in China. Prip-Møller also extensively adopted Chinese building components, which is 
clearly shown in the Tao Fong Shan Christian Centre he designed (Figure 2-7). Other significant 
 
23 Thomas Coomans. “Sinicising Christian Architecture in Hong Kong: Father Gresnigt, Catholic Indigenisation, and the South 
China Regional Seminary, 1927-31 / 香港具中國特色的基督宗教建築：格士尼神父，天主教 本位化，及華南總修院，
1927-31.” Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch 56 (2016): 133–60. 
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buildings he designed were the School for Blind Girls (1922–1924) and the head office of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association (1923–1926), both in Mukden.24 Other important missionaries 
who advocated combining Chinese architectural elements in the construction of Christian 
buildings include: John Van Wie Bergamini (1888–1975), an American missionary architect who 
worked for the American Episcopal Mission in China, 25  Charles A. Gunn (1870—1945), a 
Presbyterian missionary involved in work to South China,26 and Walter Taylor (1873–1935), an 





24 “A Woman Builder for the Women’s Station:  Elise Bahnson, Denmark’s First Woman Architect.” Mission in Manchuria 
(blog), July 10, 2009. http://mission-in-manchuria.blogspot.com/2009/07/anna-bg-madsen-woman-builder-for-womens.html.  
25 J. Van Wie Bergamini was active in Hankou, China from 1911 to 1920. See: Missions, American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign, and American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions Meeting. Annual Report of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions. The Board, 1913. 
26 Charles A. Gunn worked in Canton, China, from 1917 to 1924, and later did similar building work in Shanghai in 1924. See: 
Charles A. Gunn, New York Times, October 20, 1945, 9. 
27 Though the time period served by Walter Taylor in China was brief, his letters and writings provide valuable insight into 
missionary life and his work as an architect. See: Walter and Ruth Marie Taylor Papers (RG 251), Special Collections, Yale 
Divinity School Library. 
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Besides individual architects, professional architectural firms became active in China as early as 
the 1860s. They produced many excellent buildings (mainly commercial buildings), introduced 
new technologies, experienced new forms and diffused new building types, deeply influencing the 
development of modern architecture in China. The oldest architectural firms established in China 
were mostly British firms, including Palmer and Turner (founded in Hong Kong, 1868); Leigh & 
Orange (founded in Hong Kong, 1874); Davies, Brook & Gran (founded in Shanghai, 1895); 
Spence Robinson Ltd. (founded in Shanghai, 1904); and Hemmings & Berkley (founded in 
Hankou, c.1908).28 Some foreign-based companies did not open an office in China, but were 
 
28 Leung-kwok Prudence Lau and Thomas Coomans. “Modern Architectural Influences of Western Construction Companies in 
China. The Crédit Foncier d’Extrême-Orient, 1907-1959.” In Masterplanning the Future - Modernism: East, West & Across the 
World. The Proceedings of an International Conference Held at Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University on 18-19th October 2012, 
69–77. Transport Research Publications; Suzhou, 2012. https://lirias.kuleuven.be/1712902.  
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involved in a wide range of design and construction businesses, including Murphy & Dana 
(American); Fuller Construction Company (American); Andersen, Meyer & Company (Danish); 
and the Crédit Foncier d'Extrême-Orient (Belgian- French).29 Henry Murphy (1857–1954), who 
once worked for the company Murphy & Dana, was one of the most prolific architects. He 
designed the famous Ginling College for Girls (1918–1923), Yenching University (1918–1927), 
and Nanjing City Planning (1927–1929).30 Murphy’s designs for Protestant universities were in 
the spirit of the Chinese monumental architecture (Figure 2-8). The successful indigenization made 




It was not until the early 20th century that the first mission construction agency appeared. 
Unlike the previous construction mode that the missionaries designed based on their amateur 
 
29 Ibid. See also: Jeffrey William Cody. Henry K. Murphy, an American Architect in China, 1914-1935. Cornell University, Aug., 
1989, 102. 
30 Henry Murphy was noted for his design of educational buildings in the United States, China and Japan. Between 1914 and 
1935, he made eight trips to China of varying lengths for his building projects, which showed a unique eclectic Sino-Western 
architectural style. See: Cody, Henry K. Murphy. 






architectural references or commercial architecture firms that designed for mission agencies and 
other entities for profits, mission architectural agencies worked exclusively and professionally for 
religious purposes.  
 One of the most productive firms was Shattuck & Hussey, a Chicago architectural firm 
founded by Walter F. Shattuck (1871–1948) and Harry Hussey (1882–1967). This firm opened an 
office in Shanghai in 1915. It had conducted considerable design for the Young Men’s Christian 
Association (YMCA) and cooperated with the local bureau by furnishing designs for the larger 
building projects.31 One of the most famous buildings is the Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong Central 
Building, the headquarters of the Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong. The building was completed and 
officially opened in 1918.32 It is a large six-story high block with an austere utilitarian appearance. 
The style of the building is referred to as eclectic and a Chicago School influence, combining 
Western neo-classical and Chinese vernacular characters, which was very rare in Hong Kong at 
the time33 (Figure 2-9). 
 
31 Fukien Construction Bureau: 76-77. See also: Paula Lupkin. Manhood Factories: YMCA Architecture and the Making of Modern 
Urban Culture. U of Minnesota Press, 2010. 







Founded just one year later than Shattuck & Hussey, Fukien Construction Bureau (FCB) 
is another outstanding missionary architecture and engineering agency. It was founded by the 
United Methodist Church to create the physical infrastructure necessary to carry out missionary 
goals. 34  This was a precedent for Protestant denominations to create their own bureau of 
architecture in China. From 1916 to 1949, this bureau had completed over four hundred building 
projects in South China, including churches, educational buildings, hospitals, residences, and other 
miscellaneous buildings. As the largest missionary architectural agency in Fujian Province in the 
first half of the 20th century, FCB had contributed a great deal to the modernization of Chinese 
architecture. The history of this bureau and its significant buildings will be examined in detail in 
the following chapters. 
 
34 Methodism was introduced into China in Fuzhou, 1847, by the Methodist Episcopal Church. The first missionaries sent out 
were Judson Dwight Collins and Moses Clark White. 
Figure 2-9 Chinese 









The inherent limitations many missionary architects confronted were mainly financial 
complications, inadequate architectural reference and building materials, and lack of skilled 
workers. Foreign missionaries came to China with their Western background and architectural 
references but were confronted with a totally different context in China. Missionary architects 
generally had to rely on the funds provided by their church organization. They were both architects 
and clients. Though some parishioners raised money for churches and hospitals, many buildings’ 
construction was suspended due to financial problems. 
Another major limitation was the inadequate building materials. Construction materials 
varied greatly in China and in Western countries. Chinese traditional architecture relied heavily on 
wood; though brick, tile, and a few stones were used for construction. In Europe and America, 
however, a large number of bricks and stones were used as building materials. For foreign 
architects who were seeking to duplicate a Western-style building in China, they had a hard time 
finding available bricks until the late nineteenth century when foreign-style bricks were being 
imported from Europe.35 Also, quarrying stone was relatively expensive in the marshy delta where 
some large treaty cities were located, such as Shanghai. Special materials in China cost dearly, 
particularly when wanted by the foreigners.36 For example, in Shanghai, one church might pay 
over $400 for roof beams of native timber, when in America timbers of better quality could have 
been obtained for less than half the money.37 
Underdeveloped transportation facilities also greatly hindered the construction work. In 
America, cheap transportation made it possible to use in Chicago some building specialty 
 
35 Cody, Henry K. Murphy, 87. 
36 Black, August 18, 1914. Correspondence. 
37 Ibid. 
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manufactured in Philadelphia or Boston, and a designer under such circumstances had a far greater 
liberty than he could have in China. The first railways in China were built in the 1880s; however. 
it was only ten kilometers (6.2 miles) long from Tangshan to Xugezhuang, in North China. Long-
distance material transportation could only depend on water transportation, which was not 
available in inland China. The rapid development of railroads happened during 1895–1911. By the 
end of 1911, there was around 9,000 km of rails in China, connecting the key cities from north to 
south. The expansion of the railroad contributed to the popularity of the imported materials, such 
as concrete, American steel and iron.38 
Furthermore, it was not easy for foreigners to communicate and cooperate with local clients 
and workers. Though many past designs had been done in foreign offices and served their purposes 
well, greater accessibility to the scene of operation would make for better design and more general 
satisfaction.39 Missionaries had to overcome language barriers and be closely in touch with local 
clients and workers during the design and construction process. It was often uneconomical and 
defective because workmen were untrained in modern carpentry and masonry. Many missionaries 
worked hard on the adaptation and innovation of building processes, using construction sites as 
experimental laboratories to discover satisfactory results. 
The native workers were usually led by foreigners into building operations beyond their 
previous experience since traditional Chinese architectures were usually built with primitive 
methods. For instance, FCB’s architect Paul Wiant described that the construction of a little 
mountain church erected in the “Valley of the Mists” took a whole year: 
First the kilns had to be built on the ground so that the bricks could be made there; then 
a portion of the mountain side was bought so that the necessary lumber could be cut from 
it and the native stone could be quarried for the foundation. This stone was not placed in 
the America fashion, in parallel rows, but in angular shapes so that odd pieces could really 
 
38 Cody, Henry K. Murphy, 90. 
39 Black, August 18, 1914. Correspondence. 
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be fitted into vacant places. The timber, resistant to termites and furnished by the native 
evergreen trees, was sawed on the church site and while it was drying and the window and 
door frames were in the seasoning process, the masons worked on the hard granite 
foundation and the brick walls. The necessary push and pull of the logs that supported the 
tile roof was a difficult explanation to make to a Chinese carpenter, but the little church 
took on architectural beauty in the end and satisfied everyone.40 
 
Careful explanations, scrutinized contracts, and accurate translation in plans and 
specifications were required. Moreover, superintendence was needed constantly and directedly. 
“The men with a crowbar must follow the man with a pencil.”41 E. F. Black, the core architect of 
FCB, considered the best way to get positive results out of a Chinese workman was to tear down 
inferior work as fast as he built it up.42 Joseph Beach, builder and maker of West China Union 
University, said after the university campus was well underway: “Six permanent brick buildings 
have been erected on the campus… One thing is clear from the experience: we should have a 
builder to give his entire time to the workmen and see that the material goes into the building and 
not into the workmen's homes.”43 
 
Rationale of the Missionary Efforts of the Methodists in China 
In 1830, a Methodist missionary, Elijah Coleman Bridgman (1801–1861), arrived at Canton 
(Guangzhou). As the first American Protestant Christian missionary appointed to China, his 
mission was to introduce the gospel among the Chinese.44 Bridgman contributed a lot to the 
development of early Sino-American relations and the understanding of Chinese civilization. His 
 
40 Newspapers.com. “24 Sep 1942, Page 8 - The Logan Daily News at Newspapers.Com.” Accessed November 16, 2019. 
http://www.newspapers.com/image/82183586/?terms=Paul%2BWiant.  
41 Black, August 18, 1914. Correspondence. 
42 Ibid. 
43 Walter Nind Lacy. A Hundred Years of China Methodism. Nashville, 1948, 241. 
44 Eliza Jane Bridgman, The Pioneer of American Missions to China: the life and labors of Elijah Coleman Bridgman (New 
York: A. D. F. Randolph, 1864), 20. 
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works include The Chinese Repository (1832–1851) and A Chinese Chrestomathy in the Canton 
Dialect (1841).  
After the Opium Wars, more and more missionaries poured into China with their 
evangelistic efforts. The Methodist Episcopal Mission (MEM) chose Fuzhou as the first location 
of their mission field in China. Two young missionaries, Judson Dwight Collins and Moses C. 
White were first sent by MEM to Fuzhou, in 1847.45 The next year, Dr. Robert Samuel Maclay 
(1824–1907), a 23-year-old missionary, came to Fuzhou, making pioneer contributions to the 
Methodist Episcopal missions in China, Japan and Korea.46 After the 1860s, the Methodist mission 
expanded to the north and inland China. 
 
45 Churches in Fuzhou: Church of Heavenly Peace, Fuzhou, Flower Lane Church, St. John's Church, Fuzhou, the Aowei Church 
of Holy Rosary. 2010. LLC Books. 
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There were four Episcopal Areas in the Methodist in China (Figure 2-10): Fuzhou Area, 
headquartered in Fuzhou; Nanjing Area, headquartered in Shanghai; North China Area, 
headquartered in Beijing; Chengdu Area, headquartered in Chongqing. 47  Many cities in the 
episcopal areas, including Fuzhou, Shanghai, Nanjing, and Tianjin, were the first treaty ports open 
to foreigners. Foreign missions in these cities confronted less resistance and were able to get access 
to the interior of China. 
Around 1895, American Methodists had become one of the most influential mission groups 
in China.48 In addition to developing churches, they had sponsored and built a host of colleges, 
universities, hospitals, and orphanages. One of the most notable colleges is the Anglo-Chinese 
College founded in 1881 by missionary Young John Allen which was located in Shanghai. Allen 
believed education would be one of the best ways to change the “Chinese attitudes that were 
barriers to their becoming Christians.”49 In the late 19th century, the Methodists opened Woolston 
Memorial Hospital in Fuzhou. It was a Christian hospital and also the first of its kind in Fuzhou.50 
In 1894, the hospital was dedicated as a “hospital for the sick and a place of worship for almighty 
God.”51 
At the beginning of the 20th century, due to the expansion of personnel and service demand, 
dispersive building works no longer met the needs of the Methodist Mission in China. 
Architectural design and superintendence of construction for mission buildings in China were the 
subjects of frequent recommendations on the Methodists’ conferences. In 1914, Methodists in 
Fuzhou held a conference that expressed the two general reasons for a professional architectural 
 
47 Frank T Cartwright. Methodism behind the Bamboo Curtain. New York: The Methodist Church, 1950, 28. 
48 Willis James. A History of the Expansion of Christianity, Volume 3, New York, Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1944, 341. 
49 Nolan B. Harmon, ed. Encyclopedia of World Methodism, Nashville, United Methodist Publishing House, 1974, 91. 
50 Yujian Lin. Independently cultivating resolve, practising medicine to help women and children: modern China's female doctor 
Xu Jinhong (独立修志气，悬壶济妇孺——中国近代女医生许金訇). Mindu Wenhua (in Chinese), 2015 (2): 48–52. 
51 Lacy, A Hundred Years of China Methodism, 178.  
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and engineering bureau, Economy and Evangelism52. Economy means better results per dollar 
invested. Since the building operations often fell on men with no training in building matters and 
lacked supervision during the construction, the Methodist Church had wasted considerable money. 
Additionally, there was a need for better design and construction in China because of the demand 
for better and more complex plans. Technical missionaries, including architects, engineers, and 
builders, could be of pronounced service in China for the sake of evangelism. They could not only 
free missionaries from the demand of building work, but they also conducted investigations and 
building operations of a technical and scientific nature. 
Therefore, in 1916, a pilot institution, Fukien Construction Bureau was established in 
Fuzhou as a Methodist outfit. With its successful experience, a second architectural bureau, Central 
Construction Bureau was established in Shanghai in 1921.53 The two architectural and engineering 
agencies greatly improved the quality of missionary buildings, becoming an essential tool in the 




52 The Christian Advocate. T. Carlton & J. Porter, 1916. p1305. Also see: Black, August 18, 1914. Correspondence. 
53 Travel. Travel Magazine, Incorporated, 1921, 29. 
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Chapter 3 Fukien Construction Bureau (FCB), 1916–1949  
In January 1916, after working in China for eight years, E. F. Black wrote in a letter to his colleague 
in New York, “The Methodist mission at Foochow (Fuzhou) has in effect simply asked that The 
Methodist work be supplied with a man to look after construction……But I want to see farther 
ahead than the next year or two, and I don’t want to work handicapped and inefficiently. For that 
reason, I insisted that now is the time to organize this work in a businesslike way.” 1  The 
“businesslike way” is what later became the Fukien Construction Bureau (FCB), a prolific 
architectural and engineering agency whose mission was to create the physical infrastructure 
necessary to carry out the missionary goals of its Christian Sponsor, the United Methodist Church.  
This chapter will examine the efforts and rationale of the Methodist building program in 
China. As an instrument of the Methodist Mission in China, FCB provides evidence of the role 
architectural design played to affirm and extend the goals of the Methodist Mission. From 1916 to 
1949, FCB designed, constructed, and supervised hundreds of projects in Fujian province directed 
first by the missionary architect E. F. Black and then by Paul P. Wiant. What was their background 
and why did they come to China? How did the architects manage the operation and enterprise of 
FCB? 
 FCB provided a brand-new architectural service for Fuzhou mission. Traditional 
architectural manufacturing in China was dominated by feudal imperial power. Chinese builders 
followed building techniques and paradigms passed down from generation to generation. There 
were no Chinese “architects” in the Western sense of the term before the 20th century. After 1840, 
under the invasion and influence of imperialism accompanied with capitalist economy, the old 
 
1 Black, January 11, 1916. Correspondence. 
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Chinese building system transformed comprehensively. This chapter will also answer the question 
in what ways did FCB influenced architecture in China. 
 
Core Architects and Engineers: E. F. Black and Paul P. Wiant 
E. F. Black and Paul P. Wiant were the core members of FCB. They acted as the heads of 
architectural and engineering work with the Methodist Church in China, promoting the 
establishment and development of FCB. 
E. F. Black was a graduate engineer and a missionary of the Foreign Missions of the 
Methodist Episcopal Board (FMMEB). He first went to Fuzhou, China, in 1908. Black took charge 
of much mission construction work with universal praise while he was a teacher at the Anglo-
Chinese College at Fuzhou. 2  In 1913, he returned to America because of lack of funds for the 
Engineering Department of the College with which he was connected. He since further prepared 
himself for similar service on the mission field by special courses in architecture at Columbia 
University. He was also in the employ of Sanderson & Porter, Consulting Engineers, 53 William 
Street, New York City.3 
In 1914, FMMEB planned to establish a building institute in China to systematically 
manage all the building work in foreign fields. Based on Black’s work in Fuzhou previously, he 
became the decision-maker on establishing the architectural and engineering bureau in China and 
was recalled from the United States to undertake the organization of the Fukien Construction 
 
2 Anglo-Chinese College (Mandarin: Heling Yinghua Shuyuan), formed in 1881, was the first mission school in China which only 
taught English and used English as the language of instruction. It offered an eight-year program, including four years preparatory 
and four years college work in line with American college, for Christian students and non-Christian students. See: Glen Peterson, 
Ruth Hayhoe, and Yongling Lu. Education, Culture, and Identity in Twentieth-Century China. University of Michigan Press, 2001, 
109-118. 
3 Black, 1912-1916. Correspondence. 
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Bureau.4  Under his initiation and the efforts of Paul P. Wiant, who came as colleagues and 
successors to Black and devoted many years to this work, this bureau provided satisfactory 
building service for Fuzhou missions. In 1925, Black went back to America and was responsible 
for the work of New York Office of the Methodist Mission since then.  
Wiant (Figure 3-1) was educated at Ohio 
Wesleyan University and graduated in 1911 with a BS 
degree in Engineering. In 1914, he earned another 
degree in Civil Engineering from the University of 
Cincinnati.5 He started his career in 1915, first worked 
as a contractor’s engineer and assistant superintendent 
and in 1916 did building business on his own in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 6 Though he had never been to East 
Asia, Wiant had a strong interest in the East and Eastern 
culture. Before coming to China, he studied Chinese 
language in the School of Oriental Language at the 
University of California, Berkeley. When his brother 
Stanley told him the Methodist Mission Church wanted 
an architect to take care of building work in Fuzhou, 
China, he soon left his homeland with his wife.7 
 
4 Lacy, A hundred years of China Methodism, 240-242. 
5  Newspapers.com. “11 Sep 1942, Page 3 - The Logan Daily News at Newspapers.Com.” Accessed November 16, 2019. 
http://www.newspapers.com/image/82182322/?terms=Paul%2BWiant.  
6 Fukien Construction Bureau, 128. 
7  National Archives and Records Administration (NARA); Washington D.C.; Volume #: Volume 31: Emergency Passport 
Applications: China. 
Figure 3-1 Paul P. Wiant. 
Source: Board of Missions of the Methodist 
Church, “Mission Photograph Album - 
Portraits #06 Page 005,” UMC Digital 
Galleries. 
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In February 1917, he arrived at Fuzhou as a structural engineer for the purpose of mission 
work on the behalf of FMMEB. Training entirely in the engineering side, Wiant had a difficult 
time adapting to the rapid design work beyond the area of his expertise in structural engineering. 
On his furlough in 1921, he went to Boston to take two years for graduate study in Architecture at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).8 At the time, American architecture schools were 
working within a French Beaux-Arts paradigm under which came the styles of Art Deco and 
Moderne.9 When Black returned to the U.S. in 1925, Wiant took his place and became the head of 
FCB, directing the architectural plans for churches, schools and community buildings designed for 
Christian service in Fujian Province until 1950 the “red regime” in China forced him to return the 
US. During more than 30 years of foreign work, Wiant designed and supervised more than 400 
buildings, both large and small.10 
Besides building work, Wiant helped to forge cultural connections between the West and 
East culture and communication. His book, Chinese Language: Manual of the Foochow Dialect11, 
was a useful guidebook to help Western missionaries decode Fujian dialects and understand local 
cultures. On the other hand, he had touched upon the spiritual and architectural enlightenment 
brought to China through mission influence. Wiant was a widely respected mission architect, as 
indicated by interviews conducted by Jeffery Cody in Fuzhou with two Chinese draftsmen, Chen 
Deyu, and Lin Zhun, who benefited from Wiant’s training.12 
 
 
8 Fukien Construction Bureau, 128. See also: Wiant, August 3 1921 Correspondence. 
9 Joan Ockman and Rebecca Williamson. Architecture School: Three Centuries of Educating Architects in North America. MIT 
Press, 2012, 20. 
10 Ancestry.com. U.S., Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 
2012. Original data: Find A Grave. Find A Grave. http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi. According to a report in 1942, Wiant 
directed the erection of 350 buildings in Fukien Province. See: Newspapers.com. “24 Sep 1942, Page 8 - The Logan Daily News 
at Newspapers.Com.”  Accessed November 16, 2019. http://www.newspapers.com/image/82182322/?terms=Paul%2BWiant.  
11 Hermenegildo Corbató and Paul P Wiant. Chinese Language; Manual of the Foochow Dialect. Berkeley, Calif., 1945. 
12 Cody, Building in China. 
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A Central or a Local Architectural and Engineering Agency? 
Early in 1912, there were several conversations and discussions on the proposition for an 
architectural and engineering agency for looking after the building operations of the Methodist 
mission in China13. Some missionaries proposed to set up a central bureau in Shanghai, while some 
suggested several local agencies instead. 
A central one was from the top down, rather than from the bottom up. Those in favor of a 
central agency viewed it as the most practical and efficient way. They wanted to establish the 
central agency in Shanghai, managing four sub-fields’ building work in north China, west China, 
and southeast China. A. Q. Adamson 14  from Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA), 
Shanghai, strongly favored a central independent architectural and engineering firm as he was 
impressed with the difficulty of an agency on a missionary basis trying to serve so many different 
organizations and give satisfaction. 15 Though a central bureau in Shanghai could give genuine help 
of all kinds, missionaries in isolated places would still rely on their own resource. 
E. F. Black, a member of the Fuzhou Mission Field, believed several local building 
agencies were more beneficial to the Chinese situations. A localized technical staff was able to 
plan small churches and other operations that could not bear the expense of investigation and 
superintendence from Shanghai. More importantly, a complete centralization could not efficiently 
handle the fund for operations. Black expressed his thoughts more than once. “Ultimately, of 
course, the greater centralization may prove most efficient, but at the outstart, I believe, the 
intensive work possible in the district bureaus is more important than complete centralization.”16 
 
13 Black, August 15, 1914. Correspondence. 
14 A. Q. Adamson was looking after construction work for the Young Men’s Christian Association in Shanghai in 1914. 
15 Black, August 15, 1914. Correspondence. 
16 Black, January 11, 1916. Correspondence. 
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 Black provided a scheme: he divided China mission fields into half a dozen districts, 
determined by language, accessibility and other consideration, with the Shanghai bureau played 
the “big brother” to these district bureaus. For each local bureau, two or more men took charge to 
superintend all local constructions and act as designers. This would take care of all the mission’s 
needs, both small and great, and open the door for these opportunities in mission work. 
 As for the Fuzhou or Fujian situation, the local bureau there would probably look after 
Fujian Province and the field about Shantou in the northeast part of Guangdong Province. Its 
support was to be from the regular missionary funds, which was more appealing and financially 
possible than previous construction founding.17 
 After reviewing these facts, FMMEB was assured that the technical bureau proposition was 
sound, for the saving of the time of the regular missionary staff, coupled with the savings in the 
cost of the work. The building work then was divided into four regional organizations: one in 
Fukien (Fujian); one in Central China (Shanghai); one in North China; and one in West China.18 
In Fuzhou City, a local construction agency was first established as a pilot project. The 
Fuzhou Mission of the W.F.M.S. and Board of Foreign Missions of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church considered favorably the joint establishment of “Fukien Construction Bureau (FCB)” in 
the several meetings in 191519. Black and Wiant were sent to direct the architectural design and 
building construction, with necessary equipment and a sufficient number of native assistants.20 The 
 
17 A count of the construction actually carried on in the Fuzhou Mission, including the women’s work from 1909 to 1914, totals 
over $200,000 Mex. This was work for the Methodist Mission alone and would indicate that Fuzhou mission could afford to 
contribute on the 10% basis about $2,000 a year for the support of the bureau. Taking into account similar contributions to be 
expected from the other missions, the expediency of the proposed scheme was on the ground. See: Black, October 9, 1914. 
Correspondence. 
18 China's challenge and the Methodist reply: Program of the Methodist Episcopal church in China adopted at the Program Study 
and Statement conference, Peking, January 27-February 10, 1920, 85-86. 
19 An informal conference was held in May 1915, at Saratoga; Other informal conferences on the same subject were held later and 
were attended by the Secretaries of the two Boards. See: Fukien Construction Bureau, 94-95. 
20 Fukien construction bureau, 93. 
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headquarter of FCB was in Fuzhou, the capital city of Fujian Province, where FCB had a 
permanent department for its work. 
This experiment proved practical as FCB successfully met the needs of Fujian Province. 
Five years later, a Central Construction Bureau was established in Shanghai in 1921. 21  Its 
organization and plans were made in the light of the experience gained in Fujian, providing 
services in combined purchasing, exchanging information, providing other methods and resources 
to the regional staff or bureaus. 
 Though the two bureaus ran well, no more local building agencies were established, 
affected by the National Revolution (1926–1928) and Japan's assault into China from the 1930s to 
1949. A similar institution, the Ta Cheng Construction Co., started by a Fujian local contractor in 
the early 1920s in Fuzhou, was soon suspended in 1925 owing to poor business prospects.22 
 
Scope of Enterprise of FCB and Organization 
FCB, which was a local construction agency supervising the building work of the four conferences 
in Fujian province, had a businesslike aspect of the whole procedure of mission buildings. Its scope 
of business was architectural design and superintendence of building construction, including 
churches, schools, houses, roads, railroads, bridges, and other infrastructures. It also provided for 
necessary service to the Fuzhou missions and cooperated with other mission organizations in 
Fujian areas. Specifically, the initial interests were divided approximately as follows: 60% 
construction work, 20% architectural design, 10% survey and mapping, and 10% general services 
 
21 Travel, 29. 
22 Chinese Economic Bulletin, 1925, 93. 
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and investigations.23 Specifically, FCB intended to take charge of all construction work in the 
Fujian area, including both new work and numerous repair work, and the translations and tedious 
negotiations preceding building projects. In terms of design works, FCB provided designs for small 
to middle projects that were not extensive to warrant investigation and design by outside architects. 
Additionally, by preparing surveys and maps of property and assisting planning and supervision, 
FCB facilitated the mission building operations to run smoothly. After years of operation, the ratio 
of design works was gradually rising, as the missions and other denominations, such as the 
American Board, and the Anglican Mission, tended to use FCB’s service.24  
A large part of the time was also necessarily been spent in training the Chinese staff, as 
none of them had had any previous experience in building operations. Some of them became 
professional architects and engineers. For instance, Tinghong Ji (1900–1976), who received 
architectural training in FCB from 1921 to 1923, later became a formal architect of FCB and 
contributed a lot to the development of water facilities in Nanping area.25 He also participated in 
the design of hospitals, auditoriums, and churches. One of his most famous projects was Workers 
Auditorium and Complex in Nanping, which was built in the 1950s and was the tallest building in 
Nanping at the time. 26  Another Chinese architect, Jixi Lin, who funded by FCB to study 
architecture at Northwestern University, became a core member of FCB and took part in a lot of 
important building programs, including Fuzhou Institutional Church and Fuzhou Christian Union 
Hospital. 
 
23 Fukien Construction Bureau, 76-77. 
24 Wiant, 1929. Correspondence. 
25 History Research Office of the CPC Nanping Municipal Committee. Historical figures of the communist party of China in 
northern fujian (中共闽北党史人物) (1921-2002). Central Academic Press. 2005, 189. 
26 Ibid. 
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There were a few opportunities to be of service to the Chinese government. FCB built for 
them a couple of post offices, and other minor work, charging an additional fee. However, FCB 
made it a rule to take on work for others than Methodists only when it could be done with no 
prejudice to the mission work, and also when there could be a net profit shown.27 
Each building project was operated under a standardized businesslike process. First, the 
Finance Committee of Fuzhou Missions authorized a certain building project, usually after 
consultation with the Bureau as to the probable cost. This was then referred to FMMEB for 
approval. A certain missionary was asked to solicit the funds. Then the clients, usually the 
missionaries, the local pastors, and maybe the folks from other missions had a meeting with the 
director of FCB, deciding on the main outlines of what would be required.28 
Next, architects and engineers in the Bureau made up preliminary plans which were 
required to pass the Conference Building Committee. When preliminary plans were passed, the 
staff began to make the working drawings, write specifications in both English and Chinese, and 
take tenders from contractors for all labor and materials that the contractors could handle. For those 
not connected with the Churches, FCB required all funds to be paid in advance. When all these 
done, a contract would be placed. 
The financial controller paid the architects and engineers specified amounts monthly to run 
the building work.29 At the end of the job and after final inspection and acceptance, the staff settled 
up immediately all financial obligations and cleared the project up. But this process usually lasted 
over a period of years, especially after the National Revolution (1926–1928) heavy debit balances 
were incurred.30 
 
27 Wiant, 1929. Correspondence. 
28 Ibid. 
29 Black, March 13, 1930. Correspondence. 
30 Wiant, June 10, 1929. Correspondence. 
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The bureau business ran well in the first dozen years. Hundreds of projects had been 
completed successfully with a lower construction cost. Since the late 1930s, the architectural 
service of FCB was seriously affected by the Japanese War of aggression against China (1931–
1949). When the Japanese army invading and boomed Fuzhou in 1933, the staff of the bureau had 
to paint American flags on roofs and gates of all the church properties, as a measure of protection 
from possible damage and looting.31 In 1938, the name of the bureau was changed to “Union 
Architectural Service.” After the founding of People’s Republic of China in 1949, foreign 
architects and workers were forced to leave China. The leadership of FCB fell to Chinese architects. 
Soon, FCB was nationalized by the government in the 1950s, no longer conducting building work 
anymore. 
 
Finances and Pricing 
The Bureau missionaries took the regular budgets from the FMMEB. In the first several years, the 
support of FCB mainly came from the “home based fund”32, funding by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the United State. Because of the comparatively low prices and the large amount of time 
necessary to do building work properly, it was impossible to expect a building bureau to support 
itself entirely from fees, including foreign salaries. 
A subsidy of $6,000 per year was granted for the first five years to float the enterprise, of 
which $3,000 was just about enough to cover the salaries of Black and Wiant, 33 $2,000 was used 
for native assistants’ salaries, office, purchasing, and travel expense, the remaining $1,000 was for 
 
31 Wiant, June 17, 1938. Correspondence. 
32 Fukien Construction Bureau, 69-74. 
33 Their salaries were far below the average cost of a married missionary in the United State which was about $2,500 per year. See: 
Fukien Construction Bureau, 69-74 
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housing and furniture.34 There were approximately 20 to 30 Chinese staff worked for FCB.35 No 
specific number of Chinese staff’s salaries was recorded, but it may be greatly lower than the 
missionaries, which was common at that time. For example, in the 1920s, a Seminary of Roman 
Catholic Church was constructed in the Northeast Canton by twenty masons and fifty Chinese 
women. The most skilled laborers received fifty cents a day, the other earned less.36 The situation 
was similar with FCB. Even in 1936 a much larger building program FCB had than for many years, 
all the Chinese staff got only $800 more pay in total that year.37 
With this subsidy even, the first year showed a small loss; the second year FCB broke about 
even, and the third year got ahead a bit on expenses. In the succeeding years, FCB was able to 
“stay off of the red ink side of the ledger” and have added a bit to their reserve funds.38 
A small amount of income came from the building earnings. 5% of total building budget 
charged against buildings for supervision and 3% charged for minor design. These two percentages 
were $3,000 per year.39 Many of the services to the church are through individual missionaries and 
FCB billed them for services and for materials furnished individually rather than through the name 
of the various institutions they acted for.40 
FCB had also provided the average costs of building projects immediately after its 
establishment in 1919 for the information of those who might be interested in relevant projects. 
The costs were estimated by the experiences in the supervision and observation from 1916 to 1919. 
 
34 Fukien Construction Bureau, 69-74. 
35 China’s Challenge and the Methodist Reply, 85-86. 
36 “The Maryknoll Prepatory Seminary in Meixien, China, 1929. :: International Mission Photography Archive, ca.1860-
ca.1960.” Accessed December 4, 2019. http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/cdm/ref/collection/p15799coll123/id/8725.  
37 Fukien Construction Bureau, 30-31, 96. 
38 Wiant, 1929. Correspondence. 
39 Fukien Construction Bureau, 96. 
40 Wiant, June 10, 1929. Correspondence. 
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Wiant categorized the buildings types into five categories: Churches, Parsonages, Foreign 
Residences, Schools, and Day Schools.41 
 The price of a church was mainly determined by the capacity. The price per head was larger 
for smaller churches than for larger ones. For instance, for ordinary country chapels in brick, neat, 
and substantial but not given much ornamentation, with seating capacities running from 200 to 
300, the average cost was $10 per head.42 While for a church with larger capacities, the cost per 
head was slightly less. The price for more pretentious church edifices, however, was hard to 
estimate. The cost of land, design, walls, and ornamentation was naturally higher and needed to 
consider the local circumstance. But Wiant did give an average cost according to his past 
experience, which was as high as $20 per head on very large structures.43  
 For parsonages, foreign residences, and schools, the price was calculated based on floor area. 
A parsonage usually cost about $800 per house, with three to five cents per cubic foot. The average 
foreign missionary residence ran from $4000 to $8000 according to the size of the building, the 
finish required, and local conditions, usually charging from seven to ten cents per cubic foot. As 
for schools, the estimated cost was at least ten cents per cubic foot. The actual price for a school 
which was built under western standard might run double.  
 Day schools, according to Wiant, were given separate consideration. Though FCB only built 
a few day schools in the first several years, the demand was gradually rising. In 1919, a girl’s day 
school of eighty seats with accommodations for two or three teachers cost $3000, including land 
and walling.44 Generally, a complete day school with four rooms and teachers’ quarters, land, 
 





walling, and other construction material cost around $4000. The price in real projects might change 
flexibly and was gradually rising to several percent per year due to the increasing labor costs. 
 
FCB’s Influence on Chinese Architecture 
China was rapidly becoming modernized since the early 20th century. For building construction, 
sanitation, and other public works China needed Western counsel on countless subjects. Properly 
constructed mission buildings and trained men in charge of their erection had untold influence on 
the new social life of China.45 
Firstly, the business methods of FCB had promoted the reformation of Chinese 
architectural system46. Before the 20th century, public buildings and municipal construction in 
China was under the unified management of the government, which was inefficient and even 
disordered.47 During its operation in China from 1916 to 1949, FCB designed and built hundreds 
of missionary buildings in Fujian Province. Its construction and development not only brought in 
the Western material civilization, but also introduced a set of advanced management methods. As 
a local architectural and engineer institute, FCB took charge to superintend all design and 
construction works in Fujian. It had a large scope of enterprise, clear division of labor, and efficient 
management of organization. The liberalization and commercialization of architectural services, 
the implementation of law-based management, the contractualization model between the clients 
and architects, are the key differences between traditional architecture in China and the business 
 
45 Ibid., 91-92. 
46 Lau and Coomans, “Modern Architectural Influences of Western Construction Companies in China.” 
https://lirias.kuleuven.be/1712902. 
47 Delin Lai. Close to Architecture, Close to Architectural History (走进建筑 走进建筑史). Shanghai People's Publishing House, 
2012, 49. 
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methods of FCB, as well as the previous external influence and colonial impact on modern Chinese 
architecture. FCB provided a reference for Chinese builders and contractors to shift from 
traditional employment to active participation in market competition. A few years after FCB’s 
establishment, an architectural institution, the Ta Cheng Construction Co., was founded by a Fujian 
local contractor in the early 1920s in Fuzhou. 48 Though this company was soon suspended in 1925 
owing to poor business prospects, more building companies were founded later by Chinese people. 
Through its work, FCB also influenced a new generation of native-born architects who 
carried forward the practices and values of FCB. Before the 20th century, there were no Chinese 
“architects” in the Western sense of the term. FCB provided and funded architecture and 
engineering training programs for its staff; among them, a large portion was made up of local 
people. They received systematic training and later became professional architects and engineers, 
taking charge of important building projects. Some became the major architects of FCB, some 
established their own building company, influencing the modernization of architecture in China 
by their own efforts. FCB also explored a new way in which foreign staff of FCB was able to 
cooperate with Chinese architects, offering insight into its longer standing influence on the 




48 Chinese Economic Bulletin, 93. 
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Chapter 4 FCB’s Work: Architectural Evolution and Influence 
To further examine the efforts and influences of the Methodist building program in China, the first 
question to be answered is how they infiltrated China in terms of architectural styles, design 
methods, and building operations. As part of its work, FCB introduced methods of design and 
construction technology as well as engineering principles and business practices which were 
central to its success. Over time and through its work it produced hundreds of buildings which 
provide evidence of both the goals of the Methodist Mission and the nature of the work of the FCB. 
What were FCB’s architectural design strategies over time?  
 This chapter also examines the building projects FCB participated in based on primary and 
secondary sources. FCB had produced hundreds of churches, schools, hospitals, and residences 
mainly in Fujian Province. How did the architects apply a particular design strategy to the building 
programs? What are the current conditions of those buildings? And what roles did those buildings 
played in shaping local architecture? 
 
Evolution of Architectural Styles 
Continuing infiltration of Western religious groups since the mid-19th century made the Western 
style of architecture no longer foreign-looking in Fuzhou as well as other port cities. However, 
when the missionary architects of FCB first arrived in China in the early 20th century, they still 
needed to adapt to the Chinese context which was totally different from their Western background 
and architectural references.  
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 Following thousands of years of tradition, primitive methods of buildings used in China 
were of high cost and inefficient to missionary architects. For instance, traditional Chinese building 
method using posts and lintels to form a frame that holds the roof up was completely different 
from the load-bearing walls used in Western buildings. The construction of a little mountain church 
might take a whole year without proper management and superintendence.1 In contrast, FCB had 
a businesslike aspect of the whole procedure of mission buildings. The architects applied a general 
method for building design and operation, mostly for schools and hospitals. They arranged rooms 
for necessary activities then put all the elements together in a coherent manner, and finally, roofed 
over.2 
In general, the practice of FCB can be divided into three stages. The first stage was 
basically from 1916 to 1928, parallel with the Indigenous Church Movement. During its first 
several years in the city, the architects mainly designed buildings in colonial style brought directly 
from the Europe and U.S. with which they were most familiar. Those buildings were mainly 
churches, residences, and public buildings, including Anglo-Chinese College (1919), Women's 
Foreign Missionary Society (W.F.M.S.) Hospital (1919), and many Methodist mission residences 
(Figure 4-1). These buildings were usually built with bricks, with white plaster, open verandahs 




1 Black, August 18, 1914. Correspondence. 
2 Union Architectural Service, 31-34. 
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Figure 4-1 Left & middle, Anglo-Chinese College. Right, W.F.M.S. Hospital. 
Source: Board of Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Mission Photograph Album. 
 
At the same time, the architects of FCB focused on developing an eclectic style, combining 
both traditional Chinese and Western architectural traditions. They intended to make the buildings’ 
appearance look indigenous and easily accepted by local people. The idea of an eclectic style was 
come up with before FCB was established. E. F. Black in his letter in 1914 discussed that they 
needed a type of “new architecture”, merging of the East and the West: 
“A need of designs that shall not thrust the idea of foreigners in the face of those to whom 
things foreign may cause suspicion or offense, and a need of designs which shall preserve 
the beauty of the Chinese Architecture, and apply and develop it in connection with the 
more modern type of structures which our work requires.”3 
 
 After studying ancient Chinese buildings by visits and readings, Paul Wiant considered the 
“imperial style” of North China was more foreign and exotic in South China than Western 
expressions. The native indigenous styles in the Fujian Province, however, were not applicable to 
larger buildings. Under the guideline of “retaining the beauty of the Chinese Architecture” and 
“connecting with the modern structures”, the architects integrated traditional Chinese architecture 
appearance with Western planning and construction methods. The campus buildings at Fukien 
Union University, built from 1919 to 1923 by FCB, were the epitome of the “new architecture” 
that the architects intended to create (Figure 4-2). 
 
3 Black, August 18, 1914. Correspondence. 
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Figure 4-2 Fukien Union University 
Source: FZCUO.com. 
 
Exceptionally, the architects seldom applied Chinese architectural elements when 
designing churches. Wiant once told his colleagues that he had been told on many occasions that 
“we don’t want our Church to look like a temple”.4 For church architecture, two widely different 
concepts of worship had produced very different building layouts in the East and West. The 
Chinese temple was laid out for individuals or small groups conducting their own private worship. 
The Sanctuary of the Christian Church was for the convenience and use of communal worship. 
Just as the temple form and arrangement had been developed through many generations to suit its 
specific uses, so had the Christian Church buildings been adapted to united and corporate worship. 
The architects believed that these two widely different concepts had produced very different 
buildings. A conventional Chinese style temple was not easily adapted for use as a church. When 
designing a Western style church, the architects also considered the aesthetics, allowing people to 
“put their spirit in touch with the Spirit of God.”5 For instance, the design of A.C.C Chapel built 
in 1932 and Fuzhou Institutional Church rebuilt in 1938 were both based on Western models. 
 
4 Union Architectural Service, 33-34. 
5 Ibid. 
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The second stage was from 1929 to 1937, after the anti-Christian movement stopped and 
before the Second Sino-Japanese War began. The Anti-Christian Movement in the 1920s was led 
by Chinese Nationalists who brought forth criticisms about the Western religion. The movement 
raised generalized xenophobia among Chinese who turned to attack Christian missionaries and 
their properties.6 In this period, FCB’s architects either actively or passively took measures to 
make missionary architecture more acceptable to local people, developing an eclectic architectural 
style. This movement effectively came to an end when the Chairman of the National Government 
of the Republic of China, Chiang Kai-shek, became a Christian in 1929.7 With the support of the 
Chairman, missionary architects no longer needed to condescend to Chinese people.  
Under the influence of both social-political change in China and the training in MIT in the 
early 1920s which associated with the European modern movement8, Wiant believed that “the 
(Chinese) historical style did not mean a lot in China.”9 They moved forward and developed 
modern programs based on new technologies. An experimental attempt to explore the modern style 
of buildings is the Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital built from 1930 to 1937, to which the 
architects applied both modern programming and construction technologies and contemporary 
stylistic features (Figure 4-3). It was distinguished in height, style, structure, ornament, health care, 
and equipment. This hospital is an important legacy to the work of FCB and to its influence on 
modern public building in China. Had the war not intervened in the 1937, FCB’s modernization 
transition would certainly have been more widely in evidence. Chapter five will explore the design 
and construction history, and important significance of this building in detail. 
 
6 Hodous, “The Anti-Christian Movement in China.” 
7 Ibid. 
8 Ockman and Williamson, Architecture School, 20. 




The third stage was from 1938 to 1949. The building programs were seriously hindered by 
the wars. Only a few buildings were erected which were of uneven quality and styles. 
 
Completed Building Projects and Extant Buildings 
From 1916 to 1949, FCB had built hundreds of building projects in China. The majority of these 
buildings remain undocumented. By examining architects’ correspondence and reports, I collected 
all the projects which FCB had involved in and categorized into churches, schools, hospitals, 
residences, and other (see appendix A). This section will discuss each type of buildings, summarize 
their main characteristics, and assess the current condition based on first-hand records, secondary 
sources, and field survey. 
Churches 
Building churches was one of the most important tasks for FCB. Most of the churches built by 
FCB were erected before the mid-1930s. Table 4-1 is the list of identified church buildings. Due 







to the wars and later development, many churches no longer exist. But through historical photos, 
written records, and extant cases, it is clear that FCB had produce church architecture mostly in 
Western models (Figure 4-4). 
 
Table 4-1 Identified Churches List 
CITY YEAR NAME CONDITION 
Nanping 1919 Hinghwa City Church In service. Well preserved 
Minqing 1919 Mintsing, 14thTownship Church No longer existing 
Minqing 1919 Mintsing, 6thTownship Church No longer existing 
Nanping 1919 Mingtsing Church, Yenping No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1923 New Church Auditorium for Siong-iu-dong Well preserved 
Fuzhou 1923 Jubilee Church in Foochow No longer existing 
Minqing 1929 A church in 10th Twp. Mintsing No longer existing 
Fuqing 1929 Futsing city church No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1932 The City Institutional church on the Foochow District Well preserved 
Fuzhou 1932 Chapel Building at A.C.College No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1932 The Tien Ang church on the Foochow District No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1932 The Sieu Liang church on the Foochow District No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1932 The Tang Tau church on Haitang No longer existing 




Figure 4-4 Anglo-Chinese College, corner of chapel, Fuzhou. College and chapel are gone. 
Source: Board of Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Mission Photograph Album. 
 
Fuzhou Institutional Church is a representative church entirely built by FCB, which is now 
still existing. In 1915, the church was rebuilt from the mansion of a Ryukyuan king in Qing 
Dynasty by John Gowdy (then superintendent of MEM) and Yu Xingli (a Chinese Methodist 
pastor). It was an institutional church and named Siong-Iu-Dong (Shang You Tang, 尚友堂), 
which means social church. Unfortunately, no early photos or drawings of this church were found. 
We do not know what the church looked like except it was of brick and wood structure.  
In 1923 FCB built a new church auditorium for Siong-Iu-Dong. Subsequently, in 1938, the 
church was reconstructed under the charge of Rev. Xu Rongfan into a large granite church. The 
new church was designed by Jixi Lin, an overseas returnee architect from the Architecture 
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Department of Concord College who worked for FCB.10 The building was the only granite chapel 
in downtown Fuzhou, which is the predecessor of the current Fuzhou Institutional Church. 
The Gothic style church is five-bays-deep by one-bay wide. It is composed of a rectangular 
block and a three-story tower (Figure 4-5). The facade (west elevation) is dominated by a large 
stained-glass window in the center and white frame doorway. Each side has five arched window 
openings. An additional side chapel is on the south side of the church, which is connected with 
the main hall. While the main block of the church was constructed with Western style and methods, 
the roof tiles were laid in a traditional Chinese tile pattern. This kind of combination is common 
in south coastal cities at the time, including Moore Memorial Church built in 1874 in Shanghai 
and Nind-Lacy Memorial Church erected in 1905 in Fuzhou (Figure 4-6, 4-7). 
At present, the church is in a fairly good condition. However, it has not been listed as any 
Protected Historic Site11. In 2017, in order to accommodate the growing number of Christians in 
Fuzhou, a pastel-pink church designed by a German architect Dirk U. Moench was built next to 
the 80-year-old church (Figure 4-8). The new, distinctive marble church has attracted more and 
more of the young generation, making it possible for the old church to maintain the status quo and 
be seen by more people. 
 
10 “Flower Lane Church in Fuzhou City,” July 16, 2011. 
https://web.archive.org/web/20110716101542/http://www1.chinaculture.org/library/2008-02/04/content_25594.htm. 
11 Protected Historic Site is a basic unit of the immovable cultural relics that are nominated as formal protected sites in the 
Chinese mainland. The site itself and the surrounding environment are subject to special protection. There are three levels of 






Figure 4-5 Fuzhou 
Institutional Church, 1992.  
Source: FZCUO.com. 
Figure 4-6 Moore Memorial 
Church. 
Source: IVMAMA.com. 
Figure 4-7 Nind-Lacy 
Memorial Church. 
Photograph by GnuDoyng. 
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Figure 4-8 The new and old church, Fuzhou Institutional Church, 2018.  
Source: DEZEEN. 
 
 Besides Fuzhou Institutional Church, FCB participated in Hinghwa (Xinghua) City Church 
project as an engineering consultant in 1919 (Figure 4-9, 4-10). The church was formerly the place 
of the Annual Xinghua Conference of the Methodist Church and built in October 1915.12 The 
church is also made of granite, but it went further in combining Chinese architectural elements. 
The roof adopted the traditional Chinese swooping eaves and angled shape, which made the church 
look more familiar with local people. However, the roof did not integrate well with the rest of the 
building, resulting in engineering problems to be fixed a few years later. 
 






Figure 4-9 Bird's eye 
view of Xinghua City 
Church, 2020.  
Photograph by author. 
Figure 4-10 Façade of 
Xinghua City 
Church.  
Source: Baidu Baike. 
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Schools 
Similar to churches, most of the school buildings with which FCB was involved were constructed 
before the mid-1930s (Table 4-2). Architects and engineers of FCB had worked for several large 
school projects both in colonial style, such as Anglo-Chinese College (Figure 4-11, 4-12), and in 
Sino-Western style, which was represented by Fukien Christian University. 
 
Table 4-2 Identified Schools List 
CITY YEAR NAME CONDITION 
Fuzhou 1919 Anglo-Chinese College (Residence No.2, New High School Plant) No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1919 Union University Buildings are subject to different degrees of damage 
Fuzhou 1919 Covered Play Court, Tai Maiu, Foochow No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1919 Model Day School No longer existing 
Fuqing 1919 Ming Ngie Boys’ School, Futsing No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1923 Science building at the Union University 
Abandon. Building is subject 
to different degrees of 
damage 
Nanping 1923 Yenping Middle School, Main Building No longer existing 
Xinghua 1923 Hinghwa high school No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1932 Kaicung School on Haitang No longer existing 
Fuqing 1932 A second building in connection with the Ming Chie Boy’s School, Futsing.  No longer existing 
Fuqing 1932 Min-I School at Futsing No longer existing 
Nanping 1932 Jianjin Middle School No longer existing 






Fukien Union University is a spectacular set of campus buildings built by FCB which still 
exists today (Figure 4-13). The proposition of building a university in Fuzhou to educate Chinese 




College buildings are 
gone. 
Source: Board of 










Source: Board of 





influence was brought up as early as 1917.13  Murphy & Dana were engaged in architectural 
working drawings, including a general layout of the site and details of certain buildings.14 The 
actual erection of the buildings was from 1919 to 1923, directed first by C.B. Mills, an American 
engineer. 15  Soon FCB took over the building operations, working out the structural designs, 
specifications, translations, etc.16  
 The campus was composed of two academic buildings (Literature Building and Science 
Building), four boys' dormitory, one girls’ dormitory, and eight faculty houses. All the buildings 
were well adapted to the terrain and had distinctive Chinese characters: Xie Shan roofs (歇山顶) 
with wide eaves, load-bearing columns structure, and traditional window frames (Figure 4-15, 4-
17). These Chinese architecture characters were integrated with the Western structural system, 
spatial organization, material, and mechanical system. Only a few timbers were used for roof truss 
work. The exterior walls were made of brick and stone, while the interior was steel and concrete 
framing.17 The circulation and mechanical systems of the buildings were well-designed by FCB 
based on Western models, making it one of the most well-equipped campuses at the time.  
 
13 Box 106, United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia Records. Archives at Yale. http://divinity-
adhoc.library.yale.edu/UnitedBoard/Fukien_Christian_College/  
14 Ibid. 
15 Roderick Scott. Fukien Christian Universit: A Historical Sketch. New York, 1954. 
http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015002147463. P21-24  









Figure 4-14 Fukien Christian University. 2020. 












Source: Board of 






















 The campus was abandoned and damaged during the Second Sino-Japanese War from 1938 
to 1945. After the war, the campus was repaired and occupied by Fukien Christian University 
again. In 1951, the government decided to merge Fukien Christian University and Hua Nan Girl’s 
college into “Fuzhou University”. In 1960, the new Fuzhou University relocated to the west of 
Fuzhou. Fuzhou Pharmaceutical Factory took charge of the whole district including the campus 
buildings. Some campus buildings were abandoned and demolished, some were used as staff 
dormitories until now. Though the remaining buildings have been listed into the Provincial 
Protected Historic Site in 2013, they are not well preserved or studied (Figure 4-14, 4-16, 4-18). 
The old campus is not open to the public at present. Many buildings are subject to different degrees 












Hospital buildings produced by FCB before 1930 no longer exist (Table 4-3). Early photos indicate 
that FCB had built a colonial and residential style house for Women's Foreign Missionary Society 
in Fuzhou, in 1919 (Figure 4-19). After 1927, influenced by both social and political environment 
in China and new architectural development in the U.S., architects of FCB began to build their 
first modern hospital in Fuzhou, the Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital (Figure 4-20, 4-21). This 
unique building is selected as a case study and will be examined in detail in the following chapter. 
The Second Sino-Japanese War greatly interrupted the expansion of the Methodist mission in 
China since 1937. A few hospitals were erected in this period. Chaijing Hospital and Nanping 
Hospital are two hospitals which survive today (Figure 4-22, 4-23). Built in the 1940s, the two 
buildings are modest in scale, having both Chinese and Western elements from the appearance. 
 Three extant hospitals are all in service. Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital and Chaijing 
Hospital are in relatively good condition compared with Nanping Hospital, which has minor 
damage on exterior walls and roof. None of them is listed as the Protected Historic Site. 
 
Table 4-3 Identified Hospitals List 
CITY YEAR NAME CONDITION 
Fuzhou 1919 W.F.M.S. Hospital Kuliang No longer existing 
Nanping 1919 Yenping Men’s Hospital No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1923 American Board Hospital Fuzhou  No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1931 Cliff memorial hospital (Pingtan Hospital) No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1932 Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital In service. Well preserved 
Fuzhou 1932 Hospital now being built on Haitang Island No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1940s Chaijing Hospital In service. Well preserved 
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Nanping 1940s Nanping Hospital In service. Building is subject to minor damage 










Source: Board of 
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None of the residential buildings built by FCB have been found existing so far (Table 4-4). This 
kind of buildings had a short service life and were vulnerable to wars, natural disaster, and 
redevelopment. FCB helped to build houses for missionaries and pastors in China. These houses 
were not large but curious in their designs, and they bring together the beauties of nature, 
architecture and painting (Figure 4-24, 4-25). 
 
Table 4-4 Identified Residential Buildings List 
CITY YEAR NAME CONDITION 
Nanping 1919 Yenping, Residence No.3 No longer existing 
Nanping 1919 Yenping, Residence No.7 No longer existing 
Nanping 1919 Yanping, Dist. Supt. Residence No longer existing 
Nanping 1919 Yenping Residence No.6 No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1919 Bureau Office and Residence Remodeling No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1920s Paul Wiant's House at Guling No longer existing 
Fuzhou 1923 House in Fuzhou for Dr. Carleton  No longer existing 
Nanping 1923 House in Ing-ang for Dr. Skinner No longer existing 








Figure 4-25 Methodist mission residence, Dr. Skinner's residence, Nanping. House is gone. 
Source: Board of Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Mission Photograph Album. 
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Architectural Influence 
The buildings designed and constructed by FCB played an important role in shaping local 
architecture, especially in public buildings. They demonstrate a trend away from a colonial eclectic 
style to a modern, industrial style. Though FCB’s practice was more or less associated with 
colonial interventions, the architects contributed to providing the foreign settlers as well as local 
Chinese communities with access to medical and educational services by erecting well-designed 
school and hospital buildings.  
Approximately 400 building projects had been completed by FCB from 1916 to 1949. They 
witnessed the social changes and represented the architects' ideas and design strategies during 
different time periods. Some of them were excellent examples built with advanced Western 
techniques to which Chinese architects generally referred when they designed factories, schools, 
and hospitals. For instance, Fukien Union University, a set of well-designed and constructed 
campus buildings, had been taken as a reference for the design of Hwa Nan College18 (Figure 4-
26). 
It is worth mentioning that since the late 1920s, the architects began to apply both modern 
programming and construction technologies and contemporary stylistic features. The practice was 
reflected in the design and construction of Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital. It is also one of the 
first missionary buildings with a modern structure in China in the first half of the 20th century, 
having a great influence on the later moderne hospital design in Fuzhou area. 
Unfortunately, since 1950, many missionary buildings had been converted to storages, 
factories, or even demolished to make way for redevelopment in the People’s Republic of China. 
 
18 Runsheng Liu. Fuzhou Urban and Rural Construction Compilation Committee. Fuzhou Urban and Rural Construction (福州
市城乡建设志). China Construction Industry Press, 1994, 543. 
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A few FCB buildings survive today, but their root and history are actively and passively forgotten. 
It is time to think about the status and future of Christian heritage in China. 
 
 





Chapter 5 Case Study: Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital 
For our case study, we will consider Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital, a building that demonstrates 
the subtle contrast between those buildings reflecting the prevailing historical narrative of 
missionary architecture in China and those buildings which reveal an important subsequent chapter 
in this history of colonial enterprise.  Through a careful analysis of the design and construction 
history of this building, we are able to understand the significance of this building as well as the 
efforts FCB made in shifting from stylistic Sino-western architecture into contemporary 
architecture in China. 
Beginning in the late 1920s, the FCB minutes and correspondence reveal an emerging 
discussion and preoccupation with architectural modernity. This building epitomizes FCB’s 
intention to transplant emerging Western contemporary building models to Chinese public 
buildings. The development of this trend was influenced both by the social-political changes in 
China that the brought anti-Christian movement came to an end at the time, and the U.S. 
experiences of the principal designer at MIT, where Wiant learned the styles of the Modern 
Movement, Art Deco, Moderne and International.1 
The design of the building started in 1930. With five years of preparation and two years of 
construction, it was completed in 1937.2 Now known as hospital ward building of Fuzhou Union 
Hospital, it is located in the center of Fuzhou City (Figure 5-1). The building is of concrete and 
steel frame structure, with a symmetrical H shaped plan (Figure 5-2). The exterior features 
distinctive red brick walls, which applied limited ornamentation to achieve an unprecedented 
communication of the structure on the facade. The unbroken piers of varied width, which frame 
 
1 Ockman and Williamson, Architecture School, 20. 
2 Wiant, 1936. Correspondence. See also: Fukien Construction Bureau, 53-56. 
 72 
recessed spandrels between the windows, highlight the verticality of the building. The whole 
building is of fireproof structure.  
The building is composed of three units: the main block in the center, which is aligned on 
an east-west axis; and east and west wings, which are on a north-south axis. The main block is 
five-story with basement. Two wings are one story lower than the main block. It is well-ventilated, 
with modern well-equipped environment. Though some alteration has been done in the 1980s and 
recent years, the building retains its integrity to a high degree. 
 
 
Figure 5-1 Fuzhou Union Hospital, 2019.  




Figure 5-2 Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital, 2020.  
Photograph by author. 
 
Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital is one of the most important modern hospitals built in the 
first half of the 20th century. The goal of this chapter is to thoroughly examine its significance 
based on the history of the Methodist missionary architecture and colonial history— both positive 
and negative —to provide a reference for future architectural research on other extant buildings 
produced by FCB. 
 
Hospitals in the Mid-19th and 20th Century 
Different from pure religious buildings, public buildings did not need to adapt to the requirement 
of worship or religious symbolism. The public buildings built by FCB, such as a hospital or a 
school, were not only the result of a social need and humanitarian gesture, but more importantly, 
fulfilled a colonial imperative driven by political expansion, economic benefit, and religious 
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purpose. The design of hospitals clearly reveals the architects' ideas and design strategies in 
modern Chinese architectural design. Unlike those buildings such as schools which drew upon a 
presumed Sino-Western style language, hospitals, as evidenced by Fuzhou, were modern 
institutions heavily influenced by western medical science. This is reflected in the building 
technology of these structures which included planning methods based on the contemporary ideas 
of containment and isolation of infectious disease as well as contemporary structural and 
mechanical systems including steel frame and concrete building technology and a sophisticated 
multi-pipe hot water delivery system. It is also apparent from the example of Fuzhou that this 
“modernity” could and should be reflected in the architectural style which leaned more to the 
western style patterns of modernity such as the Art Deco and Modern styles evident in urban 
building typologies such as the commercial office building than traditional forms of masonry and 
timber construction. 
Western Hospital Design as a Precedent 
In the U.S. from the mid-19th to mid-20th centuries, hospital buildings had undergone an epochal 
shift from European traditional pavilion-ward standards of hospital design to medicalized general 
hospitals in high-rise structures with the development and adoption of germ theory.3 This process 
of reformation acts as a record of social change; it also has a great impact on the development of 
hospital buildings in China. 
Before the 1870s, it was believed that diseases were spread through air or dirty damp 
physical surroundings. Under this view, hospitals were designed and constructed as seclusion 
structures, spaces in which diseases would not outbreak and spread beyond their confines. Adopted 
 
3 Jeanne Kisacky. Rise of the Modern Hospital: An Architectural History of Health and Healing, 1870-1940. University of 
Pittsburgh Press, 2017, 11. 
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European traditions, early American hospital buildings were usually “low-rise, complex, rambling 
structures with setbacks and partial courtyards.”4 An example of American hospitals in the mid-
18th century is the Charity Hospital in New Orleans (Figure5-3). Its surrounding wall was a 
prominent feature of the hospitals at that period, preventing the contact between patients and public 
areas. In the 19th century, the need of reducing the rates of cross-infections required the hospital to 
be designed as well-ventilated and well-administered structure. The pavilion-ward hospital system 
became popular in America (Figure5-4). It usually comprised a number of separate ward buildings, 
which were “pavilions”, each functioning independently.5 
 
Figure 5-3 The Charity Hospital, New Orleans, Louisiana. Wood engraving.  
Source: Wellcome Collection. Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0). 
 
 
4 Ibid., 35. 
5 Ibid., 23. See also: Michelle Renshaw. Accommodating the Chinese: The American Hospital in China, 1880-1920. New York: 
Routledge, 2005, 47. 
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Figure 5-4 City Hospital, Boston, plan, 1865.  
Source: Rise of the Modern Hospital. 
 
 In the late 19th century, the improvement of medical theory had considerably influenced 
the building technologies, appearance, wall structures, layout, and architects and doctors on the 
role of hospital design.6 With the acceptance of bacteriology and aseptic and antiseptic procedures, 
the pavilion-ward systems were integrated with emerging technological and medical specialization. 
It also put forward new requirements of hospital facility designs, which were equipped with 
modern medical and mechanical systems. For instance, operating rooms evolved from open-air 
spaces with natural light to air-conditioned rooms with no windows.  
 Since the 20th century, vertical hospitals with high-rise structures appeared. Shaped by 




efficient format for the factory-oriented model. 7  The mature high-rise hospitals include the 
Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center (1929) (Figure5-5), the New York Hospital–Cornell 
Medical Center (1932), and the Beaujon Hospital in Clichy, France (1935). 
 
Figure 5-5 Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center, 1931.  
Source: Museum of the City of New York. 
 
Hospital development in China 
This development of the American hospital in the late 19th and early 20th century coincided with 
the most active years of medical missionary work in China, where the hospital building had a 
similar evolution. 
  Traditional Chinese medical care was completely different from Western medicine, which 
was based on experimental and integrated theory. Chinese doctors typically did the treatment in 
residential buildings; thus, there was no specific type of hospital building in China prior to the 19th 
 
7 Ibid., 240. 
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century. Modern Chinese hospital architecture did not emerge until the arrival of Western 
missionaries. The earliest mission-based hospitals built in treaty ports were housed in existing local 
buildings, often outside any mission compound.8 For instance, Peter Parker, the first medical 
missionary to China, rented a warehouse in Guangzhou for his first hospital in 1835.9 When Cora 
E. Simpson, executive general secretary of Nurses’ Association of China, first came to Fuzhou in 
1907, she found an old mud hospital which was built by missionaries: 
When I arrived in Foochow (Fuzhou), China, to establish a nurses’ training school I found 
an old mud building being used for a hospital with patients camping in it in order to study 
foreign medicine. There was no medical school, no nurses, no textbooks, no nurses’ 
association, and no ward for trained nurses.10  
 
Though Fuzhou is the political, social and educational center of southeast China, medical 
science was still undeveloped in the 1920s and 30s, “likes most places in China”11. In the late 19th 
century, when missionaries had the ability to construct an independent hospital in port cities, the 
hospitals tended to be first in colonial architectural style, eclectic style, and then emerging modern 
style. The colonial architectural style brought by the British and Americans was common to the 
19th-century hospitals at treaty ports.12 The Fuzhou Missionary Hospital, founded by the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM) in 1860, is one of the examples in this 
style. It is a low-rise brick frame structure built in the English Tudor style, which was incompatible 
with the surrounding indigenous environment (Figure5-6). The main façade was dominated by a 
central tower, flanked by turrets at each corner with wide arched openings. Similar to American 
hospitals at that time, its design aimed to segregate the patients from the public and suggested 
 
8 Renshaw, Accommodating the Chinese, 51. 
9 Ibid. 
10 McGraw-Hill. Modern Hospital. 1924, 160. 
11 Ibid. 
12 Renshaw, Accommodating the Chinese, 52. 
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through aspects of the built form that the hospital was a place of authority and containment. This 
is the hospital which was demolished in 1935 to make way for a new, modern hospital, Fuzhou 
Christian Union Hospital. 
 
Figure 5-6 Fuzhou Missionary Hospital, 1919.  
Source: Fuzhou City Archives. 
 
Parallel with the “indigenous church movement” in China from 1919 to 1927, many 
missionary architects and clients consciously tried to design in a manner which was less overtly 
“western.” Some Sino-Western buildings produced at that time had more than a superficial 
resemblance to Chinese building styles, and possessed the arrangements which were familiar to 
Chinese.13 The trend in the case of the hospital started much earlier. An early and extreme case 
would be the Mackenzie's LMS Hospital by A. P. Peck of the ABCFM in 1879 (Figure5-7). 
 
13 Renshaw, Accommodating the Chinese, 62. 
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Constructed by Chinese builders, this hospital has a distinctly Chinese appearance and typical 
Chinese interior arrangements. 
 
Figure 5-7 Mackenzie's LMS Hospital at Tianjin, 1879.  
Source: Mary Isabella Bryson, John Kenneth Mackenzie: Medical Missionary to China (London: Hodder and 
Stoughton, 1891): facing 379. 
 
In the early 20th century, missionary architects began to adopt modern plans and methods 
of construction, comparable to the pavilion-ward hospitals built in America at the time. The 
Magaw Memorial Hospital built by the Methodist Episcopal Church and Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society (WFMS) in 1912 showed the emerging modern style in the hospital building 
(Figure5-8, 5-9). It was also the first hospital for women in China, at Fuzhou. The original building 
was three-story in height, U shaped in plan, and symmetrical in massing. The large arched window 
opening was a prominent feature of this building. In 1938, after Magaw Memorial Hospital merged 
into Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital, Hwa Nan College purchased this building and added one 








Source: Archives of 
Fujian Normal 
University. 










 Under the influence of both the reformation of hospital design in the U.S. and social-
political changes in China which influenced the perceived relationship between indigenous culture 
and the colonial interventions, hospital buildings in China demonstrate a trend away from a 















colonial eclectic style to a modern, industrial style, and later, to a style reminiscent of western – 
and specifically U.S. - urban high rise construction. While the colonial and Sino-Western styles 
have been discussed a lot by scholars, the rise of modern missionary architecture in China is still 
not covered in depth. 
It is easy to discover a similar architectural design strategy of FCB in China. The architects 
of FCB mainly focused on developing an eclectic style in its early stage, combining traditional 
Chinese architecture appearance with Western planning and construction methods. In the late 
1920s, they had the opportunity to apply both modern programming and construction technologies 
and contemporary stylistic features to new building projects. The change manifested in buildings 
such as Fuzhou attests to the dramatic and unfolding transformation of the colonial building 
enterprise. Had the war not intervened, this transition would certainly have been more widely in 
evidence. Moreover, the transition to a modern method and style idiom influenced the Chinese 
architects working with the staff of FCB and offer insight into its longer standing influence on the 
professional practice of architecture in China. For this reason, despite being an anomaly within the 
work of the FCB, Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital is an important legacy to the work of FCB and 
to its influence on modern public buildings in China. The next section will explore the design and 
construction history of this building in detail. 
 
Design and Construction History of Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital 
This section details FCB’s adaptation and innovation of hospital design in China. It aims to 
decipher why and how a five-floor reinforced concrete structure borrowed from American hospital 
forms, but well adapted to local conditions and necessities, was carefully designed and constructed. 
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 In 1928, three missions in Fuzhou, the Methodist Church, the Congregational Church, and 
the Anglican Church, jointly formed a general hospital, Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital. It was 
at first named Willis F. Pierce Memorial Hospital which was a merger between Fuzhou Missionary 
Hospital founded in 1860 (Figure5-6) and the Magaw Memorial Hospital build in 1912 (Figure5-
10, 5-11). After careful planning which commenced shortly before 1930, the joint committees 
determined that the low-rise masonry structure did not meet the demand for a large scale and well 
equipped modern general hospital. They decided to build a new hospital building for Fuzhou 
Christian Union Hospital in Shengmiao Road, where the old Fuzhou Missionary Hospital was 
located.  
The initial plan was not an abandonment of the old hospital, but a re-arrangement in part 
of the old to get a better building. The architects and engineers carefully planned the design and 
construction, coordinating with the redevelopment of the old hospital. It was unclear why the 
committee finally determined to demolish the old building on the site. Probably the land was not 
adequate, and they intended to preserve the Confucian Temple to the west of the hospital as well 
as the Dingguang Temple which was immediately east of the hospital. 
 According to the By-laws for the Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital, the principal object of 
the new construction was to spread the Gospel of Christ, training medical staff under Christian 
influence.14 The hospital was also formed to provide medical and surgical care for foreign and 
local people, to provide clinical opportunities for medical students, to disseminate principles of 
hygiene and sanitation, and to afford opportunity for medical research.15 Influenced by modern 
medicine and hospital design in the U.S., the physical structure of this hospital was supposed to fit 
in with the requirements of hospital hygiene at the time. 
 
14 Wiant, Jul-Dec 1930. Correspondence. 
15 Ibid. 
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Paul Wiant and a Chinese architect, T. Seth Lin, were the project architects. 16  The 
preliminary blueprint was completed in 1930. The regular routing of approval for proposed plans 
would be from the Field Building Committee to the Board of Managers, to the Board of Trustees.17 
Unfortunately, none of the original drawings have been located. However, through the 
correspondence from the architect and members of the committee, we are able to know that the 
first plan was a large hospital building.18 It was not approved, since the committee expected a 
medium-sized hospital, having approximately 70 beds. In view of the financial condition and 
circumstance at that time, even in flush times a medium sized hospital would be adequate. The 
architects did make concessions. In the second set of preliminary plans, the size of the proposed 
building was reduced. The center section was shortened and the inner dimension between walls 
was also reduced.19 The floor arrangement of the new hospital was revised as well, changing from 
a reversed E shape to H shape of plan, due to the further widening of the street on the west side of 
the property and due to the need of better ventilation. Still, the building had a capacity of 100 beds, 
considerably more than the Board had authorized. The architects might have been compelled by 
their sense of the future demand for the hospital in China. It may also have been that the efficiencies 
of the revised plan gave them the opportunity to increase the bed count while at the same time 
reducing the overall square footage of the building by the amount the Board sought.  
The architectural style of the new building was not settled overnight. In the early 20th 
century, Western styles of architecture were no longer foreign-looking in Fuzhou, either on the 
inside or outside, which had been adopted for practically all important buildings since 1840. 
However, Western buildings were easily associated with foreign imperialist interests by Chinese 
 
16 Wiant, 1934-35. Correspondence. 
17 Fukien Construction Bureau, 50-51. 
18 Wiant, Jul-Dec 1932. Correspondence. 
19 Fukien Construction Bureau, 53-56. 
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and even destroyed during xenophobic movements. Both the architects and trustees of the hospital 
considered an entire Western style unsuitable. While the indigenous style in Fuzhou was unfit for 
larger buildings, what the trustees had in mind was the “imperial style” of North China, represented 
by the Forbidden City in Beijing. This style had already been successfully adapted to the design 
of Fukien Union University, a large complex built in 1915.  
But Wiant did not want the new hospital to be done in the traditional Chinese manner. “The 
path of progress is definitely away from rather than back to Chinese ancient forms. Our modern-
minded, forward-looking Chinese will have none of them.” 20  Besides consulting the foreign 
experts, the architects and engineers canvassed Chinese opinions extensively, and they believed it 
was a definite part of future program to consult with highly trained nationals, though in many cases 
they could not elicit very satisfactory response to the queries.21 Such effort was definitely in 
advance of the thinking of most of other Fuzhou missionary groups. And their Chinese colleagues 
also looked to the missionaries to lead the way. 
Figure 5-12 Fuzhou Hospital rendered by T. Seth Lin. ca 1930. 







Figure 5-13 South Elevation. 2019. 
Produced by author. 
 
 
Figure 5-14 First Floor Plan (Left); Typical Floor Plan (Right). 2019. 
Produced by author. 
 
 
In about 1930, Wiant and Lin presented a simple but substantial building design (Figure5-
12). The hospital consists of three blocks: a center section which is five-story, west wing, and east 
wing which are one story lower than the center. The exterior features distinctive red bricks and 
fieldstone foundation. The new concrete-framed building showed a significant verticality which 
was achieved by the piers rising unbroken from basement to parapet of various widths. This feature 
can be associated with many western architectural examples, from the high-rise factory buildings 
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of the early twentieth century to the Art Deco and Moderne styles of many high rise American 
urban buildings culminating in structures such as the Empire State Building. 
With a large emphasis on the economy in operating as well as capital expense, the architects 
did not take shortcuts or use poor building materials. For the exterior walls, instead of using grey 
brick, the traditional Chinese building material, which was less expensive and available locally, 
they insisted on using red brick which was introduced from Europe and U.S. to China and needed 
to be acquired from other places. In addition, it is important to note that all the stairway walls were 
fireproof and isolated from each of the floors from basement to attic. This also reflects a uniquely 
American development based on years of study of the spread of fire within multistory buildings. 
The architects also concentrated their design efforts on the mechanical systems. The distribution 
of water through a sophisticated piping system was developed to ensure a sanitary supply of fresh 
water and removal of liquid waste.22 The building was equipped with the province's first Siemens 
elevator and a special lift for food delivery. Multifunctional steam pipes provided high pressure 
for disinfection and washing, and low pressure for heating. This building was the only one with 
central heating in South China at that time.23 
Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital represented also a dynamic engagement of Chinese 
architects and engineers, signaling a collaboration of equals and representing the launching pad 
for the subsequent development of the professional disciplines. The Chinese members of the 
Building committee were present at the meetings in which new plans were presented or important 
decisions were made.24 In the hospital’s interior, the Chinese character of the room can be seen in 
the Chinese furniture and hangings. Many local builders were involved in the hospital construction 
 
22 Wiant, Jul-Dec 1933. Correspondence. 
23 Wiant, 1936. Correspondence. See also: “The Red Building that is most familiar to Fujian people: The past of hundred years 
union hospital (福建人最熟悉的这栋红楼，背后是百年协和的医院往事).” Accessed March 15, 2020. 
24 Fukien Construction Bureau, 50-51. 
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(Figure 5-15). Good cooperation translated into an efficient construction process which allowed 
the work to be finished within 14 months. For this reason, we may see the hospital is a successful 
pilot project for contemporary building projects based on western programmatic and typological 
models in China which was nonetheless a cross cultural professional collaboration.  
 
Figure 5-15 Chinese workers were constructing the foundation.  




Current Threat and Its Significance 
The Western missionaries and entities were forced to leave China by the Chinese government in 
1949. The hospital was renamed “Fuzhou Union Hospital” and has not had an evangelistic nature 
since then. In 1981, in order to increase the number of beds, a new floor was added to the building 
(Figure5-12, 5-16). The addition followed the previous style achieving a harmony with the rest of 
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the building. In 2009, a long corridor was built to connect the first floor of the old red building 
with two new hospital buildings (Figure5-17). Approximately at the same time, a one-story 
addition was added on the northeast of the top of the building (Figure5-18). In general, this building 
is an intact example of early 20th century missionary hospital in Fuzhou that retain its integrity to 
a high degree. 
 
Figure 5-16 Fuzhou Union Hospital, ca 2009. The colored layer is 1981’s addition. 
Source: Archives of Fujian Normal University. 
 
  
Figure 5-17 Fuzhou Union Hospital. Left, 2009; Right, 2019. 
Source: Google Earth. 
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Figure 5-18 Roof addition, looking west. 2020. 
Photograph by author. 
 
At present, Fuzhou Union Hospital had become a comprehensive Grade A hospital, which 
serves as a key center in medical treatment, education, scientific research, disease prevention and 
health maintenance.25 The former Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital building, which is now called 
Old Red building, is still functioning well. However, few people recognize it as a missionary 
heritage that once stood out from its surrounding vernacular buildings but today has well-
integrated into the modern context. There are very few records about the history of Fuzhou 
Christian Union Hospital. In addition, I conducted semi-structured interviews with 15 people 
around the hospital. Most people did not know who built this hospital and when, except one 
hospital staff member who has worked there for 20 years. Most of them thought the building look 
modern and suit its uses. When asking what they would think if they knew this building was built 
 
25 “A Brief Introduction to Union Hospital.” Accessed March 18, 2020. http://www.fjxiehe.com/english/. 
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by foreigners, around half people said it is acceptable and common, because many buildings in 
Fuzhou were built by foreigners. More than half of them were not even aware or had no opinion 
about the significance of what happened in the past.  
Today, the hospital is perceived as a building representative of Chinese building culture 
that is well-integrated into the contemporary context. In the Chinese architectural canon, the 
hospital is highly regarded for its medical function. However, the deep history of the West and 
East communication behind the physical structure should not be ignored. 
First, the hospital has distinguished architectural value. It is one of the first missionary 
buildings with a modern structure in China in the first half of the 20th century. Different from many 
of its predecessors which were built in colonial style or stylistic Sino-Western style, it reflects 
sociocultural transformations in China and FCB’S aspirations of a modern, industrial, urban 
architecture which had precedents in the U.S. This hospital with concise but modern design has 
become an excellent model of hospitals in China and surreptitiously infused that architecture with 
a Western influence.  
The hospital is also significant in the history of Methodist missionary architecture and 
medical enterprise as well as colonial history. Admittedly, as a colonial architecture, it caused 
some negative effects on local urban integration due to its aggressive and exotic nature. On the 
other hand, FCB’s architects and engineers overcame many difficulties and adapted to local 
conditions and necessities, providing valuable experience for future building programs. 
Additionally, this building project offered a great opportunity for some modern-minded, forward-
looking Chinese to vote for a building that they desired. Many Chinese members of the building 
committee took part in the program meetings, expressing their opinions of a usable and more 
efficiently laid out building. Besides spreading the Gospel, the hospital has contributed a great deal 
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to disseminating principles of hygiene and sanitation, training medical staff, providing clinical an 
opportunities and internships for medical students, and affording opportunity for medical research. 
As one of the few remaining buildings designed and built by the FCB, the Fukien Hospital deserves 
protection for its intrinsic significance as one of the best hospital structures of its time as well as 




Chapter 6 Conclusion 
This thesis endeavors to reveal the underappreciated history of Fukien Construction Bureau, the 
Western colonial building enterprise in China over a long arc of time and the significant missionary 
buildings which went through several important transformations. Some of these buildings reflect 
the prevailing historical narrative of missionary architecture in China, while some buildings reveal 
an important subsequent chapter in this history of colonial enterprise but are forgotten in 
contemporary history. By virtue of its historical interest and influence on subsequent generations, 
the history of the FCB should be investigated to better understand the nature of its legacy in 
buildings and people. 
Since the preservation of missionary architecture (especially those built after 1840) in 
China emphasizes more the value of past events, important persons, special physical design or 
construction related to the architecture rather than the historic value, it is necessary to conduct an 
immediate study on the significant history of Western colonial building enterprise as well as the 




Chinese architecture entered a new era in 1840 when Chinese builders began to be substantially 
influenced by Western settlers in all aspects including architectural style, scale, material, 
construction method, technology, and the business methods associated with the practice of 
architecture. The missionary architecture in China, which was generally erected by Western 
missionaries between 1840 and 1949, is one the most representative products of this era. The 
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development of missionary architecture in China was not a monolithic process but rather transform 
with time and circumstances. Arriving with Western architectural references, it was a great 
challenge for foreign missionaries to adapt to the local conditions. Before 1900, missionary 
buildings were mainly built in colonial style by amateur missionary architects in the context of 
Western colonialism and Christian proselytism, and primitive indigenous building construction. 
Missionary buildings in this period often showed a great diversity of qualities, morphologies, and 
sizes. Since the beginning of the 20th century, the rapid development of professional architectural 
firms in China and the changes in Sino-foreign relations promoted the new development of 
missionary architecture. Similar to many construction companies, FCB focused on the eclectic 
style, integrating traditional Chinese architecture appearance with Western planning and 
construction methods to make the buildings more indigenous and easily accept by the Chinese. 
Missionary architects such as Wiant could observe Chinese building technology only as an archaic, 
tradition-based, non-scientific mode of design and construction which needed to be augmented in 
a manner that did not violate the sensibilities of the Chinese populations. In the late 1920s, the 
anti-Christian movement came to an end, which influenced the perceived relationship between 
indigenous culture and the colonial interventions. The architects of FCB moved forward and 
applied both modern programming and construction technologies and contemporary stylistic 
features. The transition to a modern method and style idiom greatly influenced the development 
of modern public buildings in China. Had the wars not intervened, this transition would certainly 
have been more widely in evidence. 
In addition, the business methods of FCB provided a set of advanced architectural 
management methods for Chinese builders and contractors to shift from traditional employment 
to active participation in market competition. It promoted the reformation of the Chinese 
 96 
architectural system, including the liberalization and commercialization of architectural services, 
the implementation of law-based management, the contractualization model between the clients 
and architects. The work of FCB had produced a class of Chinese professionals and individuals 
who both understood and valued the western technology of programming and building 
construction. They were one of the earliest groups of Chinese architects and contributed to the 
modernization process of Chinese architecture. 
 
Important but Underappreciated Historic Buildings 
Though a great many of missionary buildings were erected from the mid-19th century to the mid-
20th century, few of them survive today due to political or social unrest and the rapid 
redevelopment of the built fabric in recent decades. Missionary buildings that used to be 
considered aggressive tools of invasion in China in the past have been largely forgotten in 
contemporary Chinese society. They witnessed China’s twists and turns to modernization in the 
first wave of globalization and have been the tangible evidence of the extensive exchanges of 
Western and Chinese cultures that many people unrecognized. It is essential to conduct an 
immediate study of Western missionary architecture to uncover further its multilayered history 
and to promote its preservation. 
Over time and through its work it produced hundreds of buildings which provide evidence 
of both the goals of the Methodist Mission and the nature of the work of the FCB. Many missionary 
buildings were well-designed and constructed and have important architectural value. Importantly, 
they are also significant in the history of Methodist missionary architecture as well as colonial 
history. Among FCB’s products, Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital is perhaps a watershed moment 
in the Chinese Missionary enterprise. It represented a trend away from a colonial, eclectic style to 
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a modern, industrial style, and later, to a style reminiscent of western urban high-rise construction. 
Although being an anomaly case within FCB’s practice, this hospital is an important legacy to the 
work of FCB and to its influence on modern public buildings in China which had run its course 
even without the historical fact of its expulsion due to war and rising Chinese nationalism. 
 
Preservation of FCB’s Contemporary Legacy 
The modern study of Chinese architectural history, as well as the development of historic 
preservation in China began relatively late compared to the Western countries. Currently, the 
emphasis of Chinese heritage preservation is always placed upon the ancient art and architecture 
and the material and physical conservation. The significance of interpretation is neglected. Among 
the five thousand Major Historical and Cultural Sites Protected at the National Level26, only 
seventeen percent are modern and contemporary sites (after 1840). The proportion of missionary 
architecture is even smaller, largely due to its scarcity and its association with colonizing ambitions, 
a negative part of history. None of the buildings erected by FCB had been listed as the protected 
site at the national level. Fortunately, more and more people are open to FCB’s legacy, as indicated 
by the interviews about the Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital that revealed some Chinese attitudes 
towards these buildings today. It is essential to study the deep history of the West and East 
communication behind the physical structure that has not been recognized by the general public. 
The work of FCB is a pliable instrument of an ever-changing strategy of infiltration and 
assistance by an outside power to a dominated colonial state. Though Western missionaries and 
their influence in the period between the mid-19th century and mid-20th century are regarded by 
 
26 A Major Historical and Cultural Site Protected at the National Level (全国重点文物保护单位) is the highest level of Protected 
Historic Site in China. There are three levels of Protected Historic Site: national level, provincial level, and local level. 
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many Chinese as being a negative part of history, we must recognize that through the Sino-Western 
exchange important adaptation occurred on both sides, transcending questions of architectural 
style to matters of structural applicability, commerce, modernity and, to some degree, education, 
and politics. FCB’s practice reflected a maturing and respectful détente between the missionary 
entity and a class of people whose awareness of methods beyond those they knew by tradition 
allowed them to strike out on their own. Both the early work of FCB and the later work such as 
Fuzhou Christian Union Hospital deserve recognition as heritage not merely because of what they 
are but also because of the ways they reveal a remarkable pattern of engagement, assimilation and 
mutual respect for the cultural merging imposed on the Chinese by outsiders. As the extant 
missionary buildings are woven into the city fabric, more systematic research on FCB’s 
contemporary legacy as well as other missionary heritage is needed, so that the multilayered 
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Project List of FCB, 1916-1949 













A.C.College ( Residence 
No.2, semi-sanitary toilets, 
New High School Plant) 
350 Completed     








Fuzhou 1919 Covered Play Court, Tai Maiu, Fuzhou 2500 Nearing completion     
Fuzhou 1919 Model Day School 2000 
About 100 planned 
in Fuzhou 
Conference 
    
Xiabu 1919 Sie-buo Blind Girls’ School 7500 Completed   
Minqing 1919 Mintsing, Boys’ H.P. School Dorm. 4000 Completed 
  
Fuqing 1919 Ming Ngie Boys’ School, Futsing 100000 
Plans for first 
building completed     
Minqing 1919 Mintsing Girls’ Day School 2500 Completed   
Fuzhou 1923 Science building at the Union University   
Work for near 






Unknown 1923 Ming-ngie School   Brick walls about half done 
  
Unknown 1923 Union Vernacular Middle School 
 Plans about two-
third done 
  
Unknown 1923 Miss Well’s Bible School   lack 3 months of completion 
  
Minqing 1923 Dormitory B. Mingchiang Boy School 
 Hope to be under 
roof in month 
  
Nanping 1923 Yenping Middle School, Main Building   
Work for near 
future which seems 
quite sure 
    
Xinghua 1923 Hinghwa high school   walls done     
Fuzhou 1932 Chapel Building at A.C.College 7662.6       
Fuzhou 1932 Kaicung School on Haitang         
Fuqing 1932 
A second building in 
connection with the Ming 
Chie Boy’s School, Futsing.  
1000       
Fuqing 1932 Min-I School at Futsing         
Nanping 1932 Jianjin Middle School         
Fuzhou 1937 Wenshan Primary School   Working in building     
Unknown 1937 Government Home Economics school 




Unknown 1937 Gov’t school at Wu Li Ting  Working in building 
  
Unknown 1937 Au Bang Primary School  Working in building 
  
Unknown 1937 Gov’t school at Wu Li Ting  Working in building 
  
        
Church 




Stone   
Unknown 1919 U-sa Church 2500 Nearing completion   
Unknown 1919 Sia-ka Church 2000 Completed   
Unknown 1919 Ching-ciu Church 2500 Contracts let; delayed by brigands 
  
Gutian 1919 Kutien Women’s Bible School Chapel 1500 Building 
  
Minqing 1919 Mintsing, 14thTownship Church 2000 
Practically 
complete     
Minqing 1919 Mintsing, 6thTownship Church 2000 
Nearing 
Completion     
Nanping 1919 Mingtsing Church, Yenping …. Preliminary studies     
Fuzhou 1923 New Church Auditorium for Siong-iu-dong   
Fund in hand, 
anxious to begin Stone   
Unknown 1923 Mingchiang gaing Church    Hope to start brick work soon     
Unknown 1923 Choi-die Church   
Assumed to be 
done but a lot to do 
yet 
  
Fuzhou 1923.1 Jubilee Church in Fuzhou, replacement for old church Tieng Ang Dong     
Minqing 1929 A church in 10th Twp. Mintsing 750       
Fuqing 1929 Futsing city church         
Unknown 1929 The Eaton church     
Fuzhou 1932 The City Institutional church on the Fuzhou District     Stone   
Fuzhou 1932 The Tien Ang church on the Fuzhou District         
Fuzhou 1932 The Sieu Liang church on the Fuzhou District         
Fuzhou 1932 The Tang Tau church on Haitang         
Minqing 1932 The Lek-du church at Mintsing         
Unknown 1936 A new church at Bah-sua     
        
Hospital 
Unknown 1919 Uong-dai Boys’ Day School 1500 Taking bids   
Fuzhou 1919 W.F.M.S. Hospital Kuliang 3500 Nearing completion   
Nanping 1919 Yenping Men’s Hospital 75000 Preliminary studies made     





and T. Seth 
Lin 
Unknown 1923 Hospital for Dr. Li Bi Cu in Hokchiang 
 Plans nearly done   
Unknown 1923 Mingchiang gaing Hospital  Hope to start brick work soon Brick 
 
Fuzhou 1923 American Board Hospital Fuzhou    almost done     
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Fuzhou 1931 Cliff memorial hospital (Pingtan Hospital)   
Demolished in 
2017     
Fuzhou 1932 Hospital now being built on Haitang Island         
Unknown 1937 Fukien Government Hospital on Gek-siong Sang 
    
Fuzhou 1940s Chaijing Hospital     Concrete Designed by T. Seth Lin 
Nanping 1940s Nanping Hospital     Brick & Concrete   
Fuzhou 1948 Tating Hospital   Demolished in 1990s   
Designed by 
T. Seth Lin 
        
Residence 
Minqing 1919 Mintsing, Boys’ H.P. School Dorm. 4000 Completed 
  
Minqing 1919 Mintsing, Boys’ H.P. Main Bldg 20000 Plans being revised 
  
Nanping 1919 Yenping, Residence No.3 5000 Building     
Nanping 1919 Yenping, Residence No. 5 6500 Completed     
Nanping 1919 Yenping, Residence No.7 4500 Building     
Nanping 1919 Yanping, Dist. Supt. Residence 700 Completed 
  
Nanping 1919 Yenping Residence No.6 6000 Completed     
Fuzhou 1919 Bureau Office and Residence Remodeling 1500 Completed     
Fuzhou 1920s Paul Wiant's House at Guling         
Fuzhou 1923 House in Fuzhou for Dr. Carleton    just started     
Nanping 1923 House in Ing-ang for Dr. Skinner 
 Just started plans   
Fuzhou 1932 M. E. Mission Residence at Union High School, Fuzhou         
Unknown 1937 Government Home Economics school 
 Working in 
building 
  
Unknown 1937 Kuomingtang headquarters  Working in building 
  
        
Parsonage 
Unknown 1919 Ha-maiu Church, Parsonage, etc 6000 
Parsonage 
completed; church 
plans in preparation 
  
Unknown 1919 Ngnong-die Parsouage 600 Completed   
Fuzhou 1939.12 Parsonage at Siong Iu Dong   Which will soon be done     
        
Other 
Nanping 1925 Nanping Music Club   Demolished in 1961     
Fuzhou 1937 New Fuzhou City Water Works       
Built by 
Paul Wiant 
Fuzhou 1940s Bureau Office     Brick & Concrete   
        
Plant 
Nanping 1919 Yenping School Plant 100000 Preliminary layout made 
  
Fuzhou 1919 A.C.College, New High School Plant 250000 Plans in preparation 
  
Gutian 1919 Kutien Boys Higher Primary Plant 25000 
Building. We made 
plans only 
  





Unknown 1919 Ceng-giang Church 4000 Contract let. Plans only 
  
Unknown 1923 W.P.M.S. Plant, hokohiang  A lot of work to do yet of toi-mong cort 
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Unknown 1923 A new plant for Pa Miner’s H. P. School 
 
Work for near 









Part 1: Basic Information 
Do you know who built this hospital and when?  
How and how long do you know this hospital? 
 
Part 2: Architectural style 
Do you think this building looks good?  
Do you think it is modern or old-fashioned style? 
 
Part 3: Opinion 
Do you think if the building suit its uses? 
Do you think if the hospital is in harmony with the surrounding buildings?  
What would you think if you knew this building was built by foreigners? 
 
